
    PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
                              MAY 2025 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                                                              
As winter approaches, nothing lifts the spirits as much as a visit 
to the theatre with friends. Carol Martin has chosen some 
excellent shows for us during the next few months, including 
excellent tickets to matinees that always prove popular during 
the colder seasons. I’m sure you will enjoy reading the wide 
variety of entertainments in this Newsletter. Do book early to 
secure your seats - and perhaps introduce your family & friends 
to the Foundation. A subscription always makes an ideal gift. 

                                        
NATIONAL TRUST (NSW) HAS 
JUST ANNOUNCED THE 
S,B&W FOUNDATION AS A 
2025 HERITAGE AWARD 
FINALIST The National Trust 
(NSW) has just revealed its shortlist 
for the 2025 Heritage Awards to be 
celebrated on May 16th. We are 
honoured that the Foundation’s 
‘Ongoing Conservat ion o f the 
Marionette Theatre of Australia 
Puppets' has been listed among the 
six worthy finalists in the new ‘Enduring’ category.  Later this year, Richard Bradshaw 
OAM, celebrated Australian puppeteer, & Artistic Director of MTA 1976-1983, will deliver   
a Theatre Heritage Australia talk in the Seaborn Library on Sunday, 21 September, 2pm. 
 

NEW DIRECTIONS FOR FOUNDATION’S GRANT RECIPIENTS 
Hayden Tonazzi (photo right) is a promising early-career theatre director, 
dramaturg, producer, and Artistic Associate of Australian Theatre for Young 
People (ATYP). He received a 2023 Foundation Grant to provide further 
opportunity for major professional practice advancement as a director. We 
congratulate Hayden on his appointment as Artistic Director & CEO of ATYP. 

Kim Carpenter AM (photo left) story teller and narrative 
artist, received a 2023 Foundation Grant to assist in 
creating Incrediblia, a theatrical adaptation of 20 
children’s books by Libby Hathorn, with music by Peter 
Kennard. Incredibilia received critical acclaim and a 
Sydney Theatre Award nomination. Kim has now created 
a love letter to his favourite city: New York – with wit and 
affection - in an exciting exhibition of vivid and colourful 
works created in mixed media: The NEW YORK SHOW 
opens on June 14th - until 29th June, Maunsell Wickes 
Galleries, 19 Glenmore Road Paddington.             



CONTINUING TO ASSIST YOUNG PEOPLE TOWARDS 
CAREERS IN THE PERFORMING ARTS            
The Foundation is dedicated to helping young talented actors & creatives 
who are the future of the performing arts. We are providing and 
administering Scholarships for NIDA students. We have also initiated a 
new scheme supplying complimentary theatre tickets to NIDA students 
enabling them to attend and observe high-quality productions. Acknowledging the 
Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation’s support of the dramatic arts over many 
years, the Chair of NIDA wrote of her deep gratitude to the Foundation’s ongoing, 
‘generosity and unwavering support’ of NIDA. The Foundation Scholarships, she said, 
‘mean so much to students who receive them: they represent the opportunity to build 
rewarding performing arts careers across the stage, screen, future media and beyond’. 
She expressed, on behalf of the NIDA Board, and on behalf of Peter Ivany AO, Chair of 
the NIDA Foundation Trust and the whole of the NIDA Foundation Trust Board, heartfelt 
gratitude for the presence of the S,B&W Foundation’s President at the recent Major 
Scholarship Celebration that recognised Lily Burn as a recipient.  
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER - LILY BURN (Photo top right above, and with S,B&W 
Foundation President Peter Lowry AM at the Scholarship ceremony) 19-year-old Lily 
Burn, from Dubbo NSW, who has recently been accepted into NIDA’s Bachelor of Fine 
Arts (Props and Effects) course, received our Foundation’s 3-year Life Changing 
Scholarship. Involved in the performing arts from a young age, Lily is a talented singer 
and performer. While her love for performing remains strong, Lily's passion has evolved 
into a keen interest in production design, driven by her belief in the transformative power 
of storytelling to connect and captivate audiences. Since completing Year 12, during 
which she undertook four major works, Lily has continued to refine her creative skills by 
enrolling in the Undergraduate Certificate of Fine Art through Curtin University online and 
completing NIDA’s Online: The Art of Costume Design course. As the first in her family to 
pursue higher education in the arts, her journey is both inspiring and significant. Lily 
plans to use the Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation scholarship to cover 
essential relocation and accommodation costs as 
she moves away from home to further her 
training. With her love of storytelling and creativity, 
Lily is eager to immerse herself in the world of 
production design, using her talents to create 
meaningful and impactful works that inspire and 
resonate with audiences. Lily wrote to us 
expressing her ‘immeasurable gratitude’ to the 
Foundation for providing this financial aid:  
This unfathomable gift that has been graciously 
bestowed by your Foundation has drastically 
eased the financial hardship that would be felt by 
myself and my family. The Props and Effects 
course is like nothing I’ve ever seen before, and I 
am honoured to be one of the few selected to 
follow my aspirations. I have always known that 
storytelling needs to be a part of my life. Being 
able to use my skills in making to contribute to the 
art of storytelling is my biggest motivation and has 
finally become a reality for me. Your generosity is 
truly life changing. Yours sincerely, Lily Burn 
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNER - ESHA JESSY (Photo right) The S,B&W 
Foundation administers the Leslie Walford AM Scholarship. 
Although this is the last year of this particular NIDA Scholarship, our 
Board has agreed to rename and continue it. The 2025 winner, 
Esha Jessy, a Bachelor of of Fine Arts in Acting graduate, also 
wrote expressing her ‘massive thanks’ and ‘the honour’ she felt:   
As a young South Asian woman born and raised in Perth, Western 
Australia, I had many dreams of becoming an actor and being able 
to tell authentic and genuine stories. Graduating from NIDA with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Acting was a dream come true, involving a 
lot of hard work and incredible guidance from the world-class teachers we were lucky 
enough to train with. Graduating also with this award under my belt is such a privilege 
and encouragement to continue dreaming further and working harder to pursue my goals 
in the career path I am on. With this award I will be travelling to London to continue 
developing and learning through watching world-class theatre and being in a city where 
my favourite playwrights live and work. I am looking to organise the possibility of going to 
Bush Theatre and meeting with the creatives, shadowing and observing – potentially 
even auditioning for a few theatre shows. There are incredible South Asian voices in 
London, and I would love the chance to be around them and bring back all that I learn 
from them to the Sydney theatre industry. With my short time there I will be planning the 
possibilities of all this with my agents to see what I am able to line up. I will also be using 
this award towards classes, either in London or at Improv Theatre Sydney. I would like to 
train more and learn more about comedy, either by joining improv classes or stand-up 
classes, as it is something I believe I am good at and would like to further develop. 
Lastly, to round off my learnings, I will be writing a play. This play will be about two 
travellers and will explore themes of cultural identity, grief, dating and self-love. I have 
been writing in the hopes of being able to pitch it to a few indie theatres either this year 
or next – pursuing my goal of wanting to be able to contribute to the stories being told in 
our theatres, through my lens as a first-generation young Australian woman. Ultimately, I 
will be exploring how comedy allows us to share culture and broaden the scope of 
relatability and visibility, through learning more with comedy, travelling, and writing my 
play. With your generosity I will get to continue my dream of telling authentic and 
genuine stories, with the sentiment of, “if you don’t see yourself, then write yourself.” I 
can’t wait to report my progress throughout this year and the coming years with my 
creative endeavours and once again thank you so much for your generosity, it is an 
absolute privilege and honour. I am very excited to begin this chapter!                         
Kind regards, Esha Jessy  
TICKETS FOR STUDENTS The Foundation also provided tickets to NIDA’s Bachelor of 
Fine Arts Acting students to see Sport For Jove’s 2-part production,The Player Kings.        
We enjoyed reading this gratifying response: Sam and I would love to thank the S,B&W 
Foundation for the amazing experience we got today… I attended 
both shows and was absolutely astounded by the scale, ingenuity 
and craftsmanship of both the creative and performing teams.The 
plays were an absolute joy to watch and seeing such talented 
actors do such amazing work for such a prolonged period was truly 
masterful and filled us with passion and joy! We are doing 
Shakespeare plays this upcoming term and this was a fun foray 
into the world of the bard. We were thoroughly entertained. We are 
very grateful that we were able to get this opportunity and we are 
very excited for our upcoming Shakespeare's now. Thank you so 
much for the opportunity - it was absolutely special. Sincerely, 
Jacob Miles and Sam Laki. (Photo: Sam Laki and Jacob Miles) 
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RECENT S,B&W FOUNDATION THEATRE PARTIES                                 
Aria at The Ensemble Theatre Groups of Foundation 
Friends visited the Ensemble, recently, for Artistic Director 
Mark Kilmurry’s special interview with playwright David 
Williamson to celebrate a 30-year partnership with the 
Ensemble. They also attended David’s latest play Aria. Our 
theatre party Friends all agreed that Aria was a fascinating 
and highly entertaining  examination of character and family 
dynamics portrayed by an excellent cast. The play received 
critical acclaim with high praise for Tracy Mann’s portrayal of 
Monique, the narcissistic mother who subjects her 
dysfunctional family to an underwhelming rendition of the 
Queen of the NIght’s aria from Mozart’s Magic Flute. We marvelled at Tracy’s skill in 
presenting this fiercely taxing aria, with passion but, artfully, just missing the mark, and 
were delighted to see the program acknowledging the role of Donna Balson who helped 
train Tracy for this role. Donna, who coaches opera singers, is one of the superb singing 
teachers who regularly use our Seaborn Library as a singing studio.                                                                                    
Hadestown at the Theatre Royal Friends were also excited to see 
young, rising music theatre star Noah Mullins in a major role as 
Orpheus, in Opera Australia’s recent production of Hadestown, 
alongside a splendid cast, including multi-ARIA Award-winning artist 
Christine Anu. Many Friends will recall Noah performing for us at our 
Christmas party, in 2018, before commencing his professional career 
in music theatre for OA as Rif in West Side Story. He reprised this role 
in 2021, appeared in the original Australian cast of Alanis Morrissette’s 
Jagged Little Pill, touring nationally throughout 2022. In 2023, Noah 
played Jean-Michel in La Cage Aux Folles (Sydney and Melbourne 
seasons) and, recently, starred as Mark in the acclaimed Australian 
tour of the musical RENT. (Photo: Foundation Friends Noah Mullins 
and his agent, Les Solomon, at our S,B&WF Christmas party, 2018)                                                                                                   

AT THE FOUNDATION Friends have often asked about the delicious sandwiches we 
serve at our lunchtime events and also the delightful bouquets of flowers that we present 
to performers. As promised, here are the details of these highly-recommended providers: 
our fresh sandwiches are made locally at Café ZoZo - 3/139 Military Rd, Neutral Bay 
NSW 2089 0452 385 003 and the beautiful flowers are from Litsa Flowers,159 Sailors 
Bay Rd, Northbridge NSW 2063, (02) 9967 5533.  
                                                                                                                
WARMEST THANKS Every year, many of our Friends make generous donations to 
the Foundation to assist our work as we strive to support the performing arts in various 
significant ways according to Dr Seaborn’s multifaceted mission. We thank each and 
every one of you, who are able to support our efforts to honour and enhance Dr 
Seaborn’s incredible legacy, for your loyal generosity.
With best wishes and warmest thanks for your ongoing support,
Peter Lowry 
Peter Lowry AM 
President
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STOP PRESS 
Some extra events. Limited seats. Book now. 


MOVIE LUNCH Introduced by Les Solomon, 
Monday 26th May 12pm Seaborn Library & 
Theatrette $25. Enjoy a delicious light lunch with 
Foundation Friends & members of the Glugs 
Theatrical Lunch Club, and then thrill to Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Rebecca - voted best picture of 1940 
- with Laurence Olivier as the debonair widower, 
Maxim de Winter, owner of the grand country estate 
Manderlay, Joan Fontaine, his young, naïve second wife, 
George Sanders, the lover of Maxim’s first (now-deceased) 
wife - and, as the unforgettable, very creepy Mrs Danvers, 
celebrated Australian-born actress (Dame) Judith Anderson. 
Book now.


PLAYREADING WORKSHOP 
Friends interested in new plays, and intrigued by the development process, are invited 
to attend a professional reading, followed by Q&A, of Abi is Missing by Sarah Bell, a 
young playwright from Victoria. Her manuscript was submitted to the recent Rodney 
Seaborn Playwrights Award. Director Aarne Neeme generously elected to work with 
Sarah on the development of her play and will cast and direct. Sarah will be driving up 
for the reading.

The story of the play: Two separate missing person cases in the same National Park, at 
the same time. Problem is, there are only enough people to send a search for one. They 
pick Abi, and this decision has completely unintended consequences.  
Monday 2nd June, 2pm in the Seaborn Library. Refreshments provided. 

Suggested contribution $5+


I HATE PEOPLE or TIMON of ATHENS  
Presented by Sport For Jove. After a critically-acclaimed 2024 Summer Season that left 
audiences raving, Timon of Athens returns for a strictly limited season. Damien Ryan 
delivers a powerhouse performance in a production of Shakespeare as you’ve never 
seen it before - raw, sharp and electrifying. SMH reviewer John Shand 
awarded the production 5 stars: ‘This explosive new production is amongst 
the best Shakespeares I’ve seen’.

Saturday, 14th June 2pm $55, Seymour Centre


FINE MUSIC 2MBSFM Don't forget to tune into FINE MUSIC 2MBSFM 
102.5 to listen to their delightful programmes on FM radio - especially those 
sponsored by our Foundation: In Conversation presented by Simon Moore on 
Wednesdays at 1pm. Each week Simon spends an hour with some of the 
most talented performing artists, along with up-and-comers, and others who 
influence our arts landscape. (Photos: Simon & Ali McGregor, renegade opera 
singer and successful cabaret artist and Helpmann-award-winning, eclectic 
artist Eddie Perfect.) The Foundation also plans to sponsor Stage & Screen - 
music from the shows, Saturdays from 6–7pm presented by Sue Jowell, 
James Ranieri & Iris Zeng. 

All programs recorded and available to listen at leisure, online.
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A SELECTION OF PHOTOS FROM A NUMBER OF OUR FRIENDS EVENTS:  
NB More photos will appear on our Foundation website.

STC PIER GROUP LUNCH with Mitchell Butel 24/2; Photo: Foundation Friend John Jewell & 
Mitchell Butel 
VARIETY SHOW- Scones, Jam & Cream (North Sydney Council Seniors event) 10/3; Photos: 
Matt Avery & Glenn Hazeldine; Vijaya Thangara & Jeanette Sheridan; Variety Cast: John Martin, 
Matt Avery, Glenn Hazeldine, Evie Pikler, Sandy Gore, Jane Rutter, Meredith O’Reilly, Carolyn 
Lowry, and Peter Stanbury;  
GLUGS MOVIE LUNCH The Heiress, Seaborn Library. Photos: Les Solomon at the microphone; 
Vola Vandere, Simon Smith & Bev Davies; Patricia Williams, Christine Moore & Marie Tysoe; 
Jenny Manning, Emisini Hazelden & Jan McDonell 
Comments from Glugs Movie lunch: Very many thanks for your loveliest of functions…the 
sandwiches were superb. I apologise for eating too many yummy brownies & the film 
was just superb. I had never seen it before and just loved it. 
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           Entertainment- Events- Plays-Music-Talks-Recitals-Musicals 
              

 
 

SYDNEY PHILHARMONIA CHOIRS 
A choral extravaganza 
A SEA SYMPHONY 

by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
&  The Old 100th Psalm 
arranged by R. Vaughan 

Williams. 
Concert duration – 90min 

Featuring 1,000 voice choir. 
Chorus OZ  

Philharmonia Orchestra 
Julie Lee Goodwin soprano and 

Andrew Moran baritone with 
Brett Weymark conductor. 

Concert Hall Sydney  
Opera House 

 
Sunday   8 June 2025  5pm  

Tickets -$80 
Bookings – 9955 5444  

or 
0434433225 

 
 

 
 

. 
 A subscription to the 

Seaborn, Broughton & 
Walford Foundation is a 
great gift for a birthday 
etc. Only $11 per year or 
$77 for Life. 
Call Carol – 9955 5444 
 
  

me 

 

                  Email office@sbwfoundation.com 
         Bookings – Call  9955 5444 or 0434433225 
               Monday to Thursday – 10am to 4pm 

Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation 
Suite 10, 20 Young Street Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

MAY  NEWSLETTER 2025 Vol 33 No 2 

 
 

Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 
Lucheon at the Yallamundi Rooms 

at Sydney Opera House. 
 

What better way to  to spend a lovely 
Winters lunch at the iconic 

Yallamundi Rooms  joined by 
renowned mezzo soprano  

Sally Anne Russell with Molly Ryan 
accompanied by Orchestral and  

Operatic conductor Simon Kenway 
at the piano. 

Cost - $135 includes a 2 course lunch. 
 

       Wednesday  11 June 2025- 12 noon 
       Bookings  
     9955 5444  
             or  
     O434433225 

 

 

mailto:Email%20office@sbwfoundation.com


COX & BOX 
Let’s turn back the clock and 

throw a good, old-fashioned 

all-singing, some dancing 

comic opera. 

An evening of glorious, 

silliness awaits, including  

Arthur Sullivan’s, 

 hilarious one-act opera, Cox 

& Box. With. 

Jonathan Alley & 

 Adam Player. 

Following the opera, there 

will be some fabulous songs 

from the likes of Noel 

Coward, Cole Porter and 

Lerner & Loewe. 

Music Director Donna Balson 

Dates – 6pm Sunday 15 June 

Monday 16 June &  

Sunday29 June 2025 2pm 

Loading Dock Theatre 

301 Forbes Street  

Darlinghurst 

All tickets - $35 

Bookings Humantix- 

cox and box 



DANGEROUS LIASONS 
Adapted by Deborah 

Mulhall from thr novel by 
Choderlos De Laclos 

NEW THEATRE 
542 King Street Newtown 

Sydney Premiere 
For decades. s the sharp- 

tongued Marquess de Merteuil 
land rakish Viscount de 

Valmont have delighted in 
emotional manipulation and 
psychological, warfare with 
seeming disregard for those 

who get swept up in their 

games. But who shall have the 
final victory? 



Playing till the 28 June 2025 
Thursday to Saturday 7.30pm 

and Sundays at 2pm. 
Tickets $35  

Thrifty Thursdays - $25\ 
Bookings – 99555444 or 

o434433225. 








POETRY IN ACTION 
Words of War. A powerful 

theatrical exploration of Wilfred 
Owen’s poetry that brings his 
powerful poetry works to life 

including his powerful antiwar 
works, Dulce et Decorum Est 

and Anthem for Doomed Youth. 
Opening address, Bryce 

Youngman, Artistic Director, 
CEO and Founder. 

Performance 45 minutes 
Q&A 10 minutes led by Bryce. 
Thursday 3 July 2025 11 am. 

Includes refreshments. 
Cost $5- Bookings 99555444 
Seaborn Library Ground Floor 

20 Young St Neutral Bay. 
 



 

  



JOSEPHINE WANTS TO 
DANCE 

Monkey Baa Theatre Co 

Concourse Chatswood 

409 Victoria Avenue 

Chatswood 
A hilarious musical about  

self-discovery, ballet,  

hip hop and a Kangaroo. 

Based on a picture book by 

Jackie French and Bruce 

Whatley. This delightful 

musical is a must see! 

 

Josephine is a Kangaroo who 

loves lo dance, her little 

brother Joey, tells her 

kangaroos don’t dance they 

hop. 

When a ballet troupe come 

 to the town of Shaggy Gully, 

Josephine desperately wants 

to dance in a pink Tutu and 

satin ballet shoes. 

On the first performance the 

prima ballerina twists her 

ankle. Josephine’s talent is 

called  on to help save the 

day. Does it matter she is a 

kangaroo? 

Performers 

Lily Baulderstone 

Nina Carmen, Hannah 

Gwatkin & Callum Slater. 

Director Jonathan Biggins 

Composer Lyricist  

Phillip Scott 

Musical Director 

 Michael Tyack 

16 July – 10am & 12.30pm 

17 July- 10am & 12.30pm 

Adults - $45-40 

Concession - $38-60 

Family 2 adults  & 

2 children $152. 

Bookings –  

Phone 80758000 

 

 

   
 

CORIOLANUS 
Bell Shakespeare Theatre 

Company 

Cast – Hazem Shammas 

& Peter Carroll 

The Neilson Nutshell 

Pier 2/3 Dawes Point 

For the first time in 30 years 
Bell Shakespeare’s most 

exhilarating political work in 
the intimate surrounds of the 

Neilson Nutshell. 
Starring  Hazem Shammus 
as the uncompromising  

soldier/tyrant. 
Coriolanus is a ferocious 

warrior and defender of Rome. 
But his contempt for the public, 

and the refusal to play the 
political game, sees him 

banished from the city he once 
protected. 

Saturday 19 July 2025-1pm  
Tickets- $104.00 

Bookings- 9955 5444 or 
0434433225 


If YOU WOULD PREFER 
YOUR NEWSLETTER 

EMAILED DIRECTLY TO 
YOU JUST GIVE US A CALL 

99555444 
 



 
SOUTH ASIAN THEATRE 

MELA 
Now in its 10th Year. 

Established by Nautanki 
Theatre Co in 2016 in 

partnership with Riverside 
Theatres. 

Playing from 24 July to  
26 July a 3, day event. 

The Parramatta Courtyard will 
be activated with an open 
theatre stage hosting live 

music, dance performances, 
book launches. and artist talks.  
Tickets- Parramatta Riverside 

Theatre 
Phone 88393399 



THE LADY VANISHES 
Adapted by Derek Webb. Based 
on a novel by Ethel Lina White 

Genesian Theatre 
2B Gordon Street Rozelle 

Playing from 20 June to the  
26 July 2025 

On a train headed for England is a 
mixed group of travellers, one of 
which, a wealthy woman Iris Carr 
befriends an elderly   Miss Froy, 

but then, after lunch Iris wakes up 
to find the old lady has 

disappeared, 
Mysteriously passengers deny 

Miss Froy ever existed. 
Adults- $35 Conc $33 
 Bookings – 995555444 

or 0434433225 

 
 

THEATRE HERITAGE 
AUSTRALIA 

With Jacquelin Melilli 
A talk on Shirley Broadway 

Shirley was born into a 
theatrical family. 

Her Father ran a touring show 
and Shirley was a cute stage 3 

year-old before contracting 
polio. 

Shirley studied drama at 
Melbourne Conservatorium and 

joined the Melbourne New 
Theatre. She acted and 

directed at NT. And also ran 
classes at NIDA for 

auditionees, and became CEO 
of Circus OZ. 
Join us in the 

Seaborn Library 
Ground Floor 20 Young St 

Neutral Bay - 2pm  
Sunday 27 July 2025 

for this interesting talk. 
Includes refreshments. 
Bookings – 99444555 

or 0434433225 





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The Bandmann’s were then engaged by the 

theatre managers. ‘Herr Bandmann’ was 

German-born American-based Shakespearean 

actor Daniel Bandmann; ‘Mrs Bandmann’ was 

British actress Millicent Farmer (stage name 

Milly Palmer), who frequently performed 

alongside her husband. 

In April 1870, the Theatre Royal Adelphi closed 

its doors for five days ‘in consequence of the 

enormous preparations necessary for the 

production of the 

great spectacular, 

operatic and poetic 

play of Faust’.  

 

Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Theatre Royal Adelphi playbills, 1870 

Susan Mills, Archivist 

Images: Herr Bandmann (left) and Mrs Bandmann (right) - Source: Wikipedia Commons;  

Playbill for Faust with ran at the Theatre Royal Adelphi from 18 April until 6 May 1870 - Source: 

S,B&W Foundation Archives. 

There are many theatres of old that have opened and closed in Sydney. One of these is the Queen’s 

Theatre on York Street, between King and Market Streets. This is where Malcom’s Royal Australian 

Circus started in the late 1840s, then became the Royal Lyceum Theatre in 1854. While briefly known as 

Alexandra Hall in 1967, it was renamed the Royal Adelphi Theatre in 1869 (as it was built behind the 

Adelphi Hotel). Finally, the venue became the Queen’s Theatre in 1873 until it’s closure in 1882.  

Within the Foundation’s performing arts archives there are two playbill programmes from this theatre 

site, both from when it was known as the Theatre Royal Adelphi. 

Faust, opened 18 April 1870, Theatre Royal Adelphi 

When English actor Lionel Harding and local design partners William Wilson and Alexander Habbe took 

over the lease of the Alexandra Hall in York Street in 1869, they renamed it the Theatre Royal Adelphi.  

The theatre was ‘under the direction’ of Rosa Cooper (also Lionel Harding’s wife; together they toured 

Australia as Shakespearean actors). Wilson and Habbe renovated and redecorated the theatre. 
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Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Theatre Royal Adelphi playbills, 1870 

2025 National Trust of Australia (NSW) Heritage Awards  

The Foundation is pleased to be shortlisted in the Enduring category of the 2025 National 

Trust (NSW) Heritage Awards for the ‘Ongoing Conservation of the Marionette Theatre of 

Australia Puppets’. More information can be found on the National Trust’s website: 

www.nationaltrust.org.au/ 

Images: Rosa Cooper as Lady Macbeth (top); Playbill (middle) for the Farewell Benefit at the Theatre 

Royal Adelphi on 11 August 1870 - Source: S,B&W Foundation Archives;  

Queen’s Theatre (bottom) - Source: Dictionary of Sydney / State Library of NSW  

Wilson and Habbe designed the scenery, while the costume, 

dances, and stage arrangements were directed entirely by 

Rosa Cooper. As well as directing, Rosa Cooper played the role 

of Faust.  

Faust opened on Easter Monday and the Sydney Morning 

Herald’s review was glowing - ‘The little theatre was densely 

crowded in every part - so much so that large numbers had to 

be turned away from the doors’. 

Farewell benefit, 10-11 August 1870, Theatre Royal Adelphi 

A farewell benefit was held for the management of the 

Theatre Royal Adelphi on 10 August and an extra night on 11 

August 1870. Featured was returning popular comedian J.J. 

Bartlett, and a farewell speech by directress Rosa Cooper. 

The next day’s newspapers reported a large attendance for the 

farewell. There was also general praise for the theatre 

managers during their brief tenure:  

“The public owe much to the lessees of the Adelphi Theatre, 

for the indefatigable manner in which they have placed a 

succession of good plays upon the boards in such superior 

style. This was the more difficult to accomplish with a 

successful result to the treasury, because, up to the period, 

of the present management 'taking office,’ the theatre did 

not by any means enjoy a high repute. […] management 

succeeded in rendering the Adelphi, not only a popular, but 

highly respectable place of amusement …”  (Evening News, 

8 August 1870) 

Theatre Royal Adelphi was renamed the Queen’s Theatre in 

1873. It was here that J.C. Williamson and Maggie Moore 

made their historic Sydney debut with Struck Oil in 1875. 
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