PRESIDENT’S LETTER

February 2025

Dear Friends,

HAPPY NEW YEAR

On behalf of the Board, Staff and volunteers of the S,B&W
Foundation, | would like to extend our warmest best
wishes to you all for a Happy New Year, good health, and
another 12 months of enjoyable and stimulating theatre-

SEABORN, BROUGHTON & going. ,
WALFORD FOUNDATION We invite you to read through our Newsletter and consider
Supporting the Performing Arts joining us in supporting the performing arts. We feel sure

that you will be interested to read about the Seaborn,

Broughton & Walford Foundation’s activities and the many

exciting performing arts productions that are planned for this

year. Once again, Carol Martin and her helpers have been preparing events and theatre

parties for us, and the February Newsletter provides a wide variety of excellent
entertainment from which to choose.

Next year will be the Foundation’s 40th anniversary. We are thrilled to have been able to

keep the flame of Dr Seaborn’s legacy burning brightly for all these years, assisted by
your encouragement and generosity.

AT THE FOUNDATION
Annual Christmas Grants and Award Night - 21st November 2024

There was a special moment, during the Foundation’s annual Christmas Grants and Award
night, when accomplished pianist and singing coach Donna Balson, who regularly uses
the Seaborn Library as a music studio, accompanied one of her professional singers,
Michael Honeyman, a principal baritone with OA. He held the room spellbound with his
rendition of 'Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas’, and everyone joined in 'Silent Night'.

JY

The packed gathering of theatre practitioners and supporters then paused for the climax of
the evening: the announcements of successful Grant applicants who will share over
$200,000 in financial assistance for future innovative performing arts projects and the
winner of the Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award.

The presentation event commenced with a toast to Dr Rodney Seaborn AO OBE and his
legacy. Established by Dr Rodney Seaborn AO OBE in 1986 to support the performing
arts in Australia, the S,B&W Foundation has since donated well over $2 million to assist
groups and individuals develop and produce worthwhile projects.



Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation
2024 Performing Arts Grants

The 2024 Grants, covering a wide range of performing arts
projects, were presented by President Peter Lowry AM:

$40,000 to NORPA, Northern Rivers Performing Arts large-scale
project. Photo 1. Received by Julian Louis, Artistic Director of Norpa

$20,000 to Genesians Theatre to continue low-cost

entertainment in new theatre space. Photo 2. Received by Genesians
Theatre’s Roger Gimblett

$20,000 to Luminescence Chamber Singers to engage international
creatives to help produce a new Australian work.

$20,000 to Pinchgut Opera to enable The Fairy Queen to transfer to the
Ros Packer Theatre, engaging new audiences.

$15,000 to Monkey Baa - Where’s the Green Sheep ? Photo 3. Received by
Monkey Baa'’s Executive Director Kevin du Preez and Artistic Director Eva di Cesare

$15,000 to Bondi Pavillion to produce puppet theatre from WA for Sydney

Festival. Photo 4. Received by Jacqueline Cowell, Manager Arts & Culture Waverley
Council and Bondi Pavilion’s Artistic Director Chris Bendall

$10,000 to Sydney Symphony for an education program for children.
Photo 5. Received by SSO Director of Development Jennifer Drysdale

$10,000 to the Old Fitz to take Sitting Screaming to Festival in W.A.
Photo 6. Received by Old Fitz Artistic Director Lucy Clemens

$10,000 to Ensemble Theatre for an education program for less-

advantaged children. Photo 7. Received by Ensemble Theatre's Marketing
Manager, Stephen Attfield

$10,000 to Hayes Theatre to develop Phar Lap the Musical. Photo 8.
Received by Hayes Theatre's Executive Director Will Harvey

$10,000 to singing student Emilia Bertolini for overseas lessons and
language tuition.

$5,000 for Nautanki Theatre - intercultural project. Photo 9. Received by
Artistic Director of Nautanki Theatre, Neel Banerjee

ADDITIONAL DISCRETIONARY GRANTS
$14,000 to Sydney Theatre Awards to hold the 2025 Awards ceremony

$10,000 to Les Tod for a book based on At the Coliseum delLuxe (2019)
Anthony Buckley’s documentary film: 150 years of Australian popular
entertainment with particular reference to the Independent Theatre.



2024 Rodney
Seaborn
Playwrights
Award

The joint winners

of the Rodney
Seaborn

. 3we QTOPIA
Playwrights Award ! SYDNE
for 2024 were '
Ballkids by
Melbourne

playwright Olivia
Satchell and Into The Light by lan Roberts and Alex Broun.

The two winning plays will each receive $20,000.

Chair of RSPA Trustees, Diana Simmonds, said: “Every year we’re
thrilled at the variety and standard of submissions, and past
winners prove the talent we’ve discovered and supported. This
year we had a situation that’s happened only once before — two
plays just couldn’t be separated. So I’'m happy to say we’ve been
able to make equal awards — $20,000 to each.”

Trustees who judged this year's Award were theatre critic and commentator Diana
Simmonds (Chair), NIDA Artistic Director in Residence David Berthold, dramaturg and
theatre legend Terry Clarke AM, leading theatre director Lee Lewis OAM, Co-Artistic
Director of bAKEHOUSE Theatre and Creative Director at KXT on Broadway Suzanne
Millar, and theatre director Darren Yap.

Lee Lewis said: ‘Ballkids is a play that signals Olivia Satchell as a significant voice in the
future of Australian theatre. Sophisticated, nuanced, accessible and optimistic, Ballkids is
a joyous portrait of friendship that reveals Satchell's gift for understanding humans and
transporting them into theatrical shape. This award recognises the achievement hived in
Ballkids, but also revels in the anticipation of all her plays to come.’

Terry Clarke said: ‘Into The Light is based on the true story of the (platonic) relationship
between lan Roberts, the renowned rugby league forward and NIDA graduate, and Arron,
a youth he had compassionately befriended. Arron was murdered the day before he was
to be Crown witness against a paedophile ring. The presentation is semi-documentary, so
avoiding the temptation to sensationalise. While understandably presenting things from
Roberts’ point of view, it does not whitewash him; on the contrary: the play, born of
righteous anger, is both authentic and scarifyingly honest. The story itself is both horrible
and moving, even heartwarming; the telling of it is well crafted, both dramatic and cleverly
theatrical.’

The Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award, worth $20,000 to the winner, has been an
annual award since 2000. Past winners include Alana Valentine, Katherine Thomson,
Dylan Van Den Berg, Steve Rodgers, Campion Decent, Reg Cribb, Finegan Kruckemeyer,
Mary Rachel Brown, Debra Oswald, Katie Pollock and Maxine Mellor.

Photos: Olivia Satchell, lan Roberts, Alex Broun's sister Sophie with Diana Simmonds;
and Alex Broun who was unable to attend on the night.



HONOURS AND AWARDS

The Foundation was delighted to once again be the major sponsor of the
recent Sydney Theatre Awards. Established in 2004, the Awards
celebrate the strength, quality and diversity of theatre in Sydney. The
star-studded ceremony at the Seymour Centre was attended by almost
500 members of the theatre community. Ably and seamlessly produced,
as usual, by publicist lan Phipps, the event was
hosted with panache and playful good humour by
versatile actress singer Marney McQueen.
The Award nominees were spread across 48
productions which had played on Sydney stages
during 2024. Leading with eight nominations
were The Lewis Trilogy (Griffin Theatre Company) of which the S,B&W
Foundation was a major sponsor, and Stolen (Sydney Theatre Company).
The final 28 Awards were shared between 16 productions. Winners included
young, middle career and senior performers arts practitioners. Best
Mainstage Production was awarded to Belvoir St. Theatre’s August: Osage
County, also awarded Best Direction of a Mainstage Production for Eamon
Flack, and Best Performance in a Leading Role in a Mainstage Production
for both Tamsin Carroll and Pamela Rabe (tied vote). Best Independent
Production went to The Inheritance from Shane Anthony, Daniel Cottier
Productions, Sugary Rum Productions & Seymour Centre, which was also awarded Best Direction
of an Independent Production (Shane Anthony) and Best Ensemble Cast. Best Performance in a
Leading Role in an Independent Production was given to André de Vanny for The Lonesome West.
Best Musical was presented to Zombie! The Musical (Hayes Theatre Co), whose director Darren
Yap was awarded Best Direction of a Musical. The Judith Johnson Award for Best Performance in
a Leading Role in a Musical went to Michael Paynter (Jesus Christ Superstar Australia). Daniel R.
Nixon (The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time) took home Best Newcomer. Best New
Australian Work was awarded to Emmanuelle Mattana for Trophy Boys. Ursula Yovich (The Lewis
Trilogy): Best Performance, Supporting Role in a Mainstage Production.

In marking the 20th Anniversary of the Awards, lan Phipps thanked the S,B&W Foundation for its generous
sponsorship, recalling that the first Lifetime Achievement Award had been presented, in 2004, to Dr Rodney
Seaborn AO OBE. This year, legendary director Jim Sharman was honoured with the Lifetime Achievement
Award and received the first Actors Benevolent Fund Lifetime Achievement Award Trophy. The handsome
trophy, based on the ABF’'s Logo, was designed by Jim’s long-term creative partner, Brian Thompson, who
presented it on behalf of the ABF.

Jim Sharman had an unconventional introduction to show business growing up around his father’'s “Jimmy
Sharman's Boxing Troupe”, a tent show that played show grounds around the country. It brought him into
contact with the world of circus and travelling vaudeville. The experience created a passion for live
performance and the creation of theatre. After graduating from NIDA Sharman began his stellar directing
career with a series of experimental productions some for the Old Tote.

In 1966, Jim Sharman exercised his youthful directorial skills at Doris Fitton’s Independent Theatre directing
Chips with Everything (1962) by Arnold Wesker with Sean Scully and the late John Gregg (1939-2019) in the
cast and A Taste of Honey starring the late Doreen Warburton (1930-1917).

Sharman and Thomson met at The OIld Tote Theatre in 1969 and collaborated on many plays and films but,
most significantly, the ground-breaking productions of three rock musicals: Hair which
toured internationally, followed by the wildly successful Jesus Christ Superstar that
became a London and international hit and, in 1973, the sensational Royal Court
Theatre production of The Rocky Horror Show closely followed by the cult film, The
Rocky Horror Picture Show, now the longest-running theatrical release in cinema
history. The Award ceremony included a celebration of musicals directed by Jim
Sharman and the presentation, introduced by Brian Thomson and Kate Fitzpatrick, was
followed by the ABF presentation of a $3000 bursary to a NIDA student entering the
second year of study in any course. The recipient this year was drama student,
Jaga Yap.

Photos (David Hooley): lan Phipps; Mitchell Butel and Marney McQueen; Jim Sharman



https://www.facebook.com/sugaryrum?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVcGInassuZPttK0zJ90FXECSF6t4JCGmxcFNUAtLgaA4vGhLKO9sqgVLDq6WhFg9BwDrlwK1hL9hotOhiFAPDsdxQpAeO3EJrfQx6I2Shevf79_HFl0mWRki_IaxB2KshfQa5hK7vRCtx6mbNs-V-ucIda8QABIFPDVzeKl8pDvpWAPlzYPBDmyydkwvp9HCo&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Hayestheatreco?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVcGInassuZPttK0zJ90FXECSF6t4JCGmxcFNUAtLgaA4vGhLKO9sqgVLDq6WhFg9BwDrlwK1hL9hotOhiFAPDsdxQpAeO3EJrfQx6I2Shevf79_HFl0mWRki_IaxB2KshfQa5hK7vRCtx6mbNs-V-ucIda8QABIFPDVzeKl8pDvpWAPlzYPBDmyydkwvp9HCo&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/michaelpayntermusic?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVcGInassuZPttK0zJ90FXECSF6t4JCGmxcFNUAtLgaA4vGhLKO9sqgVLDq6WhFg9BwDrlwK1hL9hotOhiFAPDsdxQpAeO3EJrfQx6I2Shevf79_HFl0mWRki_IaxB2KshfQa5hK7vRCtx6mbNs-V-ucIda8QABIFPDVzeKl8pDvpWAPlzYPBDmyydkwvp9HCo&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/JesusChristSuperstarAu?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVcGInassuZPttK0zJ90FXECSF6t4JCGmxcFNUAtLgaA4vGhLKO9sqgVLDq6WhFg9BwDrlwK1hL9hotOhiFAPDsdxQpAeO3EJrfQx6I2Shevf79_HFl0mWRki_IaxB2KshfQa5hK7vRCtx6mbNs-V-ucIda8QABIFPDVzeKl8pDvpWAPlzYPBDmyydkwvp9HCo&__tn__=-%5DK-R

2025 Australia Day Honours
The S,B&W Foundation congratulates all those supporters and practitioners who
were recognised in the 2025 Australia Day Honours for their outstanding
achievements and contributions to Australia’s performing arts. They included:
COMPANION (AC) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION
Mrs Eve Lynnette (Lyn) WILLIAMS AM, VIC For eminent service to the arts as an
administrator, and to the museums and galleries sector through philanthropic
donations.
The late Mr Galarrwuy YUNUPINGU AM For eminent service to First Nation
Peoples, in particular traditional land ownership, to leadership in economic

development initiatives, to fostering reconciliation and respect, and as a custodian of culture and

ceremony. (Photo, above left)

MEMBER (AM) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION

Mr Gerard BERTELKAMP For significant service to the performing arts as a singer, songwriter

and musician.

Mr David John BRIGGS, VIC For significant service to the performing arts as a guitarist,

songwriter and producer.

Mr Patrick Francis CONDON For significant service to arts administration,

and the entertainment industry.

Ms Joanna MURRAY-SMITH, VIC For significant service to the performing

arts as a writer. (Photo, right)

The Honourable Richard Christopher REFSHAUGE, ACT For significant

service to the community of the ACT, and to the arts.

Emeritus Professor Joe WOLFE, NSW For significant service to tertiary

education, and to music.

MEDAL (OAM) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION

Mr Paul Justin BEGAUD, NSW For service to the music industry as a

songwriter and producer.

Ms Elizabeth Anne BONETTI, VIC For service to music.

Ms Clothilde Elena BULLEN WA For service to Indigenous arts.

Mr Darryl Keith DAVENPORT WA For service to dance sports.

Mr Vincent CICCARELLO SA For service to arts administration.

Mr Alan Keith GILMOUR, NSW For service to the arts, particularly through music.

Mr Geoffrey Paul JONES CSC, NSW For service to business, and to the entertainment industry.

Ms Julia Clare HALES, WA For service to people with disability, and to the arts.

Mr John Eric HEAD, VIC For service to the arts, and to the community of Shepparton.

Ms Margaret Elizabeth HOBAN, TAS For service to the arts, particularly through music.

Ms Sukhjit Kaur KHALSA. WA For service to the performing arts.

Mrs Alison Mary MACGREGOR, VIC For service to music, and to horticulture.

Mrs Catherine Jane PALETHORPE, NSW mFor service to music administration.

STOP PRESS: The Foundation has just secured extra theatre tickets for:

1. Alana Valentine’s new play: NUCLEUS with Paula Arundell - 1pm, Sat.15th March, Seymour C.
2. David Williamson’s new play ARIA, with Tracy Mann,11am, Tues.11th March, Ensemble Theatre
3. Sport For Jove’s exciting 2-part Shakespeare/Marlowe immersive experience. Large cast
includes Peter Carroll and John Gaden: PLAYER KINGS - 11.30am & 6.30pm Saturday 5th April,
Seymour Centre Tickets are expected to sell fast. Bookings: 99555444 or 0434433225.

THE
PLAYER
KINGS =

PART 1+PART2

A0APTED & L PCTOO Uy
Careim s

26 MAR -5 APR
SEVMOUR CENTRE

STt SEYMBLR




AT THE FOUNDATION: MUSICAL IN
THE SEABORN LIBRARY
Shortly before Christmas, we were
glad to be able to host a read-through
of a new musical by legendary
actress/singer Geraldine Turner.
Entitled Woman’s Best Friend, it
depicts the journeys of five women
navigating life, loss and betrayal, as
they work together to save their local
dog refuge, only to discover, with
woman'’s best friend at their side, the
value of true friendship. The invited
audience commented: “Fantastic!! |
can't wait to see it at Bondi. Thank
you'. ‘What a touching, funny real play-so excited to see it in
this exclusive preview at the Seaborn [Library]. ‘Send it to the
Ensemble and a regional tour! ‘Privileged to see this in
gestation - Dog's truth.” ‘...really has so much potential to be a
real audience pleaser (and not just to dog lovers).” ‘Great to
see the positive progress...love the songs.” ‘Wonderful
afternoon. Fabulous, intimate and special. Such a treat to bear
witness to the artistic performance process.’ ‘Loved it, so many
possibilities. Fingers crossed for several runs.” ‘Fantastic A
privilege to see a fabulous new work.’

We have since learned that Geraldine had a freak accident in
Melbourne in January while rehearsing for Vic Opera’s
production of Follies. As a result she sustained a broken leg
(femur) necessitating surgery. Now recovering at home,
undergoing physio, and facing some months of recovery,
Geraldine is deeply disappointed that she has missed
appearing in another Stephen Sondheim musical. We send our
fondest wishes to Geraldine for a speedy recovery. We're sure
she’ll soon be back on her feet, ready to sing “I'm still here’,

and we'll certainly all be there to give her a standing ovation.
Photos: Cast members - Donna Lee, Helen Dallimore, Brittanie
Shipway, Di Smith and Geraldine Turner perform the final number of
the show: ‘Woman'’s Best Friend’; an illustration of Geraldine and her
‘best friends’; Geraldine Turner, Robert Love and Meredith O'Reilly.

AT THE FOUNDATION - FILMING IN THE OFFICE
Late last year,
when some
enthusiastic
young creatives,
at least one of
whom trained at
NIDA, approached the Foundation requesting to film
a few scenes of a short horror movie in our offices,
we were intrigued. They came, they filmed. We will
be keen to see the results. Will It Will Find You
produced by Chris Broadbent and Enzo Tedeschi,
take flight at the 2025 Sydney Film Festival in June?




S,B&W FOUNDATION THEATRE PARTIES & FRIENDS EVENTS
Information, photos and correspondence

Christmas at the Foundation is always a delightful time and we thank Merille McAllen and her
husband Duncan for the festive decorations that are always in place in time for the Christmas
party. Special thanks also to Carol Martin, Carolyn Lowry, Caroline Mackie, Beris Tompkins,
Gaynor Kaard, Susan Mills, Janet Bagnall and John Jewell for their invaluable help throughout the

year making our events such a success. Many of the photos in this Newsletter were taken by John.

Photos above from S,B&W Foundation’s 2024 Grants &Awards Christmas event: Michael Honeyman and
Olivia Satchell; Kim Carpenter and Donna Balson; Christian Bischoff, Sidney Galea and Bev Davies
Photo from 2024 Glugs Christmas lunch: Deborah Krizak, John Martin and Glenn Williams

GLUGS, STC PIER GROUP & SOHLC lunches
Over the years, our Friends have received invitations to GLUGS
theatrical lunches, to STC Pier Group lunches, and to SOHLC
fundraising lunches, with entertainment organised by the Sydney
Opera House Ladies Committee, to enable youngsters from
underprivileged backgrounds, and other with special needs to
enjoy the magic of performance at the Sydney Opera House.
The GLUGS was originally established by a number of prominent
Sydney theatre critics, who invited members of the performing
arts, especially those currently in shows in Sydney, to join them,
for lunch, to discuss their work and to read, aloud, from a copy of
The Glugs of Gosh, a satirical narrative in verse written by
Australian author C. J. Denis. The GLUGS has also regularly held
an annual Awards event which our Foundation has supported. Dr
Seaborn, a member of this unique lunch club, received a GLUGS
Lifetime Achievement Award. During the 1990s, GLUGS supported the Foundation’s Independent
Theatre restoration project and the Foundation helped GLUGS with their Newsletters mailout.
However, over the years, the original GLUGS passed and there have been inevitable changes
including a suggested name change to ‘Theatre Lovers Club’ with entertainment by special guests.
One of our Foundation Friends, and a long-term friend of Dr Seaborn, Mrs Beverley Davies OAM,
whose late husband Taffy Davies was one of the original GLUGS, has served as the GLUGS
organising Secretary for many years. Sadly, because of failing eyesight, Bev has decided to retire.
This is the end of an era. Best wishes and thanks, Bev, for your wonderful contribution to theatre.

The STC Pier Group Lunches at The Theatre Bar [restaurant] at the End of the Wharf (Pier 4/5),
provide a chance to hear casts & creatives. Proceeds to STC'’s creation of ambitious new works.
Diary Dates: Monday 16th June (Circle Mirror Transformation); Monday 1 September (The Shirlee)



Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee Lunches & 2MBS FINE
MUSIC 50th Anniversary Our Friends have been enjoying the SOHLC
fundraising lunches for over a decade. The 2024 Christmas Lunch, hosted
by Hon. Ben Franklin MLA, President of the NSW Legislative Council, was
held in the NSW Parliament House Dining Room, with merry entertainment:
Donna Lee accompanied by John Martin. Both the S,B&W Foundation and
the SOHLC have developed
sponsorship partnerships with radio
station 2MBSFM FINE MUSIC
(102.5) that has celebrated a 50th
Anniversary. The Foundation
supports a 2MBSFM program In
Conversation at 1pm on
Wednesdays that features
performing artists interviewed by
Simon Moore OAM and selections
from their favourite music. Like our
Foundation, 2MBSFM is dependent
on loyal volunteers, an arrangement
described by Her Excellency, Hon
Margaret Beazley AC KC as
‘magical’. The next SOHLC Lunch:
June 11 - opera star Sally Anne Russell. Photos: SOHLC Christmas Lunch-
Peter Lowry AM and Hon Ben Franklin MLC; Carolyn Lowry with Mona Omar
2MBSFM Director of Operations and Presenter Sue Jowell; Foundation Friends

Rebecca Murray and Janet Bagnall with Her Excellency Hon Margaret Beazley AC
KC at 2MBSFM 50th Anniversary Open Day.

Theatre Parties and Letters of Appreciation The
final Friends theatre party of 2024 was to the very ‘last’ Wharf
Review, at the Seymour Centre. The first of 2025 was
summarised by Foundation Friend, Julie Goodsir, who wrote:

What an excellent way to start the New Year - a late morning
theatre performance of ‘The Heartbreak Choir’ at the
waterfront Ensemble Theatre...followed by lunch at Bayly's
Bistro nestled beneath the theatre...the core of this play is the
healing power of music, of joyous love of community,
harmonious relationships, telling the truth and togetherness.
We have been also gratified to receive many letters of
appreciation including from the Griffin Theatre Co., Monkey
Baa Theatre Co., Nautanki Theatre Co. and from the Old Fitz:
"Your support of the sector means so very much to our

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Petere Zow/z%
Peter Lowry OAM
President

Photos: At the Wharf Revue: Jeanette Sheridan, Miranda &
Neil Pollock, Peter & Carolyn Lowry, John Jewell and Leona
Geeves. At the Ensemble: Rebecca Murray, Julie Goodsir,
Tony McCormick, Kathryn Hutt and Jeanette Sheridan.
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Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation

Suite 10, 20 Young Street Neutral Bay NSW 2089
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Phone - 9955 5444 Emalil office@sbwfoundation.com
Bookings - Call- 9955 5444 or Mobile -0434433225
Monday to Thursday - 10am to 4pm

Entertainment- Events- Plays-Music-Talks-Recitals-Musicals

PIER GROUP LUNCH

Monday 24 February 2025
12.15pm arrival fOr 12.30pm start
The Theatre Bar at the End of the Wharf
IN CONVERSATION WITH
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

MITCHELL BUTEL

Join us for a delicious two course
l.unch and glass of wine followed
by this unique conversation and
Q & A hosted by Executive Director
Ann Dunn.

Enjoy fascinating insights into STC,
Mitchells rich history with the
Company and hear the vibrant plans
for 2025.

Proceeds from these events go
towards the company’s creation of
ambitious new works.
Tickets $105 - Bookings
99555444 or 0434433225

ICONS:
IN CONVERSATION WITH
DAVID WILLIAMSON
Ensemble Theatre Kirribilli
Monday 3 March 2025 - 7pm
Join Mark Kilmurry, Artistic Director of
the Ensemble Theatre, for ICONS:
Ensemble Conversations, a new series of
intimate talks with legends of Australian
Theatre, commencing with
David Williamson AO.

Each ENSEMBLE CONVERSATION
offers a unique insight into the life of
the careers of the most influential
artists, sharing personal stories,
creating journeys, and behind the
scene moments.

Running time approx. 1 hr 15 mins
(no interval)

Bookings - 9955 5444 or 0434433225
Tickets - $120.00

A subscription to the
Seaborn, Broughton &

= F’ >\ Walford Foundation is a
o 1 \g\ great gift for a birthday
“\:‘\(\k‘- \% etc. Only $11 per year or
e $77 for Life.

Call Carol - 9955 5444
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SCONES , JAM & CREAM
A VARIETY SHOW
SENIORS WEEK
SPONSORED BY
NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL
Monday 10 March 2025
2pm till 4pm
This delightful ohentertainment
for Seniors, their friends and
families, will feature favourite

melodies,songs and recitations.

Performers will include
celebrated pianists Michael
Hope and John Martin, cabaret
songs by sought-after vocalist
Meredith O’Reilly, recitations
by popular local actors
including Sandy Gore.
Contributions from the Kirribilli
Writers Group, plus other
surprise items, arias and
special guests and a singalong.
Delicious scones, jam and
cream will be served with tea

and coffee on arrival.
ALL WELCOME

Free Event

but Donations Welcome
Bookngs essential and early
bookings recommended to
secure limited comfortable
seating in the boutique

Seaborn Library
Ground Floor

20 Young Street
Neutral Bay.

Bookings 99555444
or
0434433225

TOTOTOTVTVTOTITITITITD

LORD ARTHUR SAVILLE’S
CRIME
by Constance Cox
Genesian Theatre
2B Gordon Street Rozelle
(Next to Sydney Community

College)

Playing - 29 April to the

3 June 2025.

A clairvoyant confidentialy tells
Arthur that he sees murder ahead!
Arthur decides, of course the only

logical course, of action is to get

this dreadfully embarrasing act
out of the way, before his wedding
in three weeks’ time.

But staging the perfect murder

proves not as easy as he thought.
Friday & Saturday at 7.30pm
Sunday-4.30pm
Tickets - $33
Bookings - 99555444 or
0434433225
TITITITITITITITITIT)

THEN THERE WERE NONE
Theatre Royal King St Sydney
by Agatha Christie
Directed by Robyn Nevin
Cast includes-Jack Bannister,
Jennifer Flowers, Brendan
Ewing & Nicholas Hammond.
Ten strangers are lured to a
solitary mansion on an island off
the English Coast. When a storm
cuts them off from the mainland,
the true reason for their presence
on the island becomes horribly
clear.

Wednesday 7 May 2025 1pm
Tickets - $99.90
Bookings- 99555444 or
0434433225

TOTITITITITITITITIOTD
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SYDNEY PHILHARMONIA DANGEROUS LIASONS

CHOIRS
Concert Hall Sydney Opera Adapted by Deborah
House Mulhall from the novel
CHORUS 02 by
British Composer Choderlos De Laclos
Ralph Vaughan Williams NEW THEATRE
A Sea Symphony was the 542 King Street, Newtown
first of his symphonies Sydney Premiere
written over several years at For decades the sharp tongued
the turn of the 20" century. Marquess de Merteuill and
Drawn on the poetry of rakish Viscount de Valmount
American Walt Whitman have delighted in emotional
from the leaves of grass manipulation and psychological
anthology and four warfare, with seeming
movements. disregard for those who get
A Song of All Seas. swept up in their games.
All Ships With real feelings emerging
On the beach Alone at night from their struggle for power,
The Waves who shall have the final
The Explorer victory?

Also, an opportunity for Playing to the 28 June 2025
singers of all levels to Thursday to Satusrday
immerse themselves in a 7.30 pm and Sundays - 2pm

major choral work over a full hTickets - $35
weekend. Thrifty Thursday - $25

Sunday - 8 June 2025 - 5pm
Tickets - $80.00

Bookings
Bookings - 9955 5444

99555444 or 0434433225

or 0434433225 TOTOTDTITITITOT)
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THE LADY VANISHE'S
Adapted by Derek Webb. Based
on a novel by Ethel Lina White

Genesian Theatre
2B Gordon Street Rozelle
Playing from 20 June to the
26 July 2025

On a train headed for England
is a mixed group of travellers,
one of which, a wealthy woman
Iris Carr befriends an elderly
Miss Froy, but then, after lunch
Iris wakes up to find the old
lady has disappeared,
Mysteriously passengers deny
Miss Froy ever existed.
What secrets are they hiding.
The famous Hitchcock film
comes to bold theatrical life in
this exciting adaptation.

Adults- $35
Tickets- Concession $33

Bookings - 99555444

or 0434433225
VT TITITITOTD

CORIOLANUS
Bell Shakespeare
Theatre Company
Cast- Hazem Shammas
& Peter Carroll
The Neilson Nutshell
Pier 2/3 Dawes Point

For the first time in 30
years Bell Shakespeare’s
most exhilarating political

works in the intimate

surrounds of the
Neilson Nutshell.
Starring Hazem Shammus
as the uncompromising
soldier/tyrant.
Coriolanus is a ferocious
warrior and defender of
Rome. But his contempt for
the public, and the refusal
to play the political game,
sees him banished from
the city he once protected.
Saturday 19 July 2025-1pm
Tickets- $104.00
Bookings- 9955 5444 or
0434433225
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Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library
Minnie Everett and Minnie Hooper memorabilia -
J.C. Williamson’s ballet mistresses

Minnie Everett was born in 1874 in Beaufort, Victoria, as
the twelfth child of English working-class migrants. By
age 13, the young dancer was performing the highland
fling at the Exhibition Building for Queen Victoria’s
Jubilee festival.

Her first stage appearance for Williamson, Garner and
Musgrove was the following year, 1888, in the
pantomime Sinbad the Sailor at Melbourne’s Theatre
Royal, leading to her becoming a founding member of
the ‘Royal Ballerinas’ troupe for J.C. Williamson’s Royal
Comic Opera Company. She worked her way up to
soloist by 1893, and was eventually made director of the
Royal Ballerinas in 1899. Minnie Everett was a ‘ballet
mistress’ for J.C. Williamson for thirty years, and their
producer (director) for even longer. She is thought to be
the world’s first female producer of Gilbert & Sullivan
seasons.

Minnie Hooper was born Fanny Emily Mary Hooper in
1876 in Carlton, Victoria. By the age of 18, she was
appearing for Williamson and Musgrove in the ‘Parisian
Pas de Quatre’ (a ballet performance for four dancers).
She went on to play a harlequin in the Christmas
pantomime of 1896, which led to more pantomime
parts, and then roles in John F. Sheridan’s operetta and
burlesque company, where she started to choreograph.

Minnie Hooper was a ‘ballet mistress’ for J.C. Williamson
from 1907, choreographing dances and producing
musical comedies and pantomimes until the 1930s,
among the last being a revival in 1933 of The Maid of the
Mountains starring Gladys Moncrieff in her famous role.

In 1919, Minnie Hooper successfully sued J.C.
Williamson for an unpaid salary during the influenza
epidemic restrictions. Minnie Hooper’s sisters, Ruby and
Violet Hooper, were also on stage for J.C. Williamson.

/

ﬁﬁ

Images: Minnie Everett (top) and Minnie Hooper (below) pictured in the souvenir programme for the
State Government’s Gala Performance for Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of York, held
at Her Majesty’s Theatre (Sydney), 29 March 1927. Source: S,B&W Foundation Archives.

Susan Mills, Archivist 1




Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library

Minnie Everett and Minnie Hooper memorabilia

Both Minnie Everett and Minnie Hooper were renowned as long-time ballet mistresses of J.C. Williamson
companies. They also both ran their own influential ballet schools. For example, Minnie Hooper’s school in
the centre of Sydney counted amongst its pupils the celebrated Australian dancer Madge Elliott. The legacy
of the two talented Minnies on ballet and dance in Australia is often under-appreciated in significance.

Image: J.C. Williamson
Theatres production of
Gilbert & Sullivan’s
lolanthe, produced by
Minnie Everett,
opened on 4 May 1940
at the Theatre Royal in
Sydney. This
photograph (left) was
taken by amateur
photographer Joyce
Wheeler, and was
framed with a signed
inscription by
producer Minnie
Everett (below), one of
her last productions
before retirement.
Source: Joyce Wheeler
Papers, S,B&W
Foundation Archives.

Australian Society of Archivists NSW visit to the S,B&W Foundation Archives

The Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation were pleased to host the end of year meeting of the NSW
Branch of the Australian Society of Archivists on the evening of Thursday 12 December 2024. ASA
members in attendance were warmly welcomed by Foundation President and Chairman Peter Lowry AM
and given a tour by the Foundation archivists Susan Mills and Neil Pollock. A merry time was had by all!
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