PRESIDENT’S LETTER

November, 2024

Dear Friends,
As the days lengthen and the weather becomes warmer
again, many of us feel amazed that 2024 has gone by so
quickly. At the Foundation, this is an exciting time of year. We
have been examining our significant achievements and can
proudly announce that, with your support, we have passed
another significant milestone. During the 16 years since Dr
Seaborn’s passing in 2008, the Foundation has been able to
provide over $2 million in funding support for the performing
arts. These funds have been primarily directed to individuals and groups who
urgently needed extra financial assistance to allow their worthy performing arts
projects to survive and flourish. This extraordinarily generous outcome has been
achieved by donations and through our annual competitive Grant rounds, the
Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award (RSPA) and Playwrights Support Fund.
As | write, our Grants Panel and the RSPA Trustees are busy finalising their selection
of recipients for our 2024 Awards, to be announced, shortly, at our Christmas Party.
We look forward to sharing the winners’ names with you in our first 2025 Newsletter.
| would like to extend my gratitude to Carol Martin, who administers these Grants
and Awards, our experienced Grants Panel and RSPA Trustees, who make their
careful assessment from the large number of talented applicants, our Board who
consider, refine and ratify Grant recommendations, and our Treasurer Adam Smith.

This year, | have been delighted to see the number of our Friends increasing
and our Library and Theatrette spaces in constant use for events, rehearsals,
small performances and training. In addition to this activity, Dr Seaborn’s
beloved Performing Arts Collection continues to earn more accolades as a
valuable research resource in the capable hands of our archivists, Neil
Pollock and Susan Mills. Thanks to NIDA, Neil and our theatre historian
Carolyn, we have just provided a safe home for a couple of set boxes that
represent significant productions in the history of Sydney theatre: a model of
the Brian Thompson design for the OIld Tote Theatre Company’s 1977
premiere production of Big Toys, Patrick White’'s ‘sharp, dark little play’
exposing politics and corruption. Directed by Jim Sharman, the cast included
White’s choice of actors: Max Cullen, Arthur Dignam and Kate Fitzpatrick.

The second set box is Lindsay Megarrity’s design for David
Williamson’s Don’s Party, a slice-of-life satirical comedy about
events in a suburban Sydney house on the night of the 1969
Federal election. Originally premiered at Melbourne’s iconic Pram
factory, this Sydney production was directed by John Clark for
NIDA/Jane Street in July, 1972 and, in October, transferred and
presented, at the Parade Theatre by the Old Tote Theatre Co.

Photos: Image of Kate Fitzpatrick on the cover of the play ,'Big Toys’;

Jim Sharman and Patrick White backstage,1977, after opening-night
performance of ‘Big Toys', Parade Theatre (Photo William Yang);

‘Don’s Party’ set box for Sydney production,1972 (Photo NIDA)




Performing Arts News
Looking back over the year, we warmly congratulate three distinguished
performing arts practitioners who have received honours and awards.
Chief conductor of our Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Simone Young AM
was awarded Conductor of the Year at the recent 2024 International
Opera Awards in Munich - described as the only global event dedicated to
celebrating opera’s impact across every aspect of the art form. Born and
educated in Sydney, Simone is a Conservatorium of Music graduate and
was recipient of the 1985 Young Australian of the Year Award. She has
since enjoyed a stellar international career, conducting operas and symphony orchestras in
Australia, Europe and America. A respected specialist in the music of Richard Strauss and
Wagner, she will conduct Die Walkire, this month, for the SSO. Her career illustrates the
enormous value of early support for our talented young people. (photo: Simone Young AM)

Congratulations to Australian composer and festival director Sir Jonathan Mills AC, who
was appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia ‘for eminent service to international
cultural leadership and diplomacy, to the performing arts, to

philanthropic ventures, and to tertiary education’ in the 2024 King's

Birthday Honours list. Foundation Friends will be interested to

learn that his early talent and potential were evident to Dr Rodney

Seaborn who encouraged and supported Jonathan'’s early career

and listed him, on our letterhead, as the Artistic Director of our

Foundation for a number of years. Dr Seaborn was particularly

fond of a photograph of Jonathan and his mother that is displayed

in the Foundation offices today. His impressive career path has

included directorship of the Edinburgh International Festival from

2006-2014 and, between 1998 and 2003, artistic directorships of a

number of Australian festivals including the Melbourne

International Arts Festival, the Melbourne Federation Festival and

Brisbane Biennial International Music Festival. Jonathan was also

appointed international artistic adviser for Arts Centre Melbourne

2011-12. In 2013, he received a knighthood in the Queen’s

birthday honours ‘for services to culture’.

Renowned Australian playwright Michael Gow recently directed a

co-production of Sir Jonathan’s new opera, based on Australian

author Murray Bail’s popular, award-winning novel Eucalyptus,

for Victorian Opera, Opera Australia and the Perth and Brisbane

Festivals, Carolyn and | flew down to Melbourne to attend the

opening performance and found it most compelling,

imaginatively conceived, brilliantly performed and true to the

original story. Sir Jonathan has been following the Foundation’s

progress and spoke enthusiastically to us about Dr Seaborn’s

support for his early career. (Photos right: Sir Jonathan Mills AC and his mother Elaine;
Peter and Carolyn with Sir Jonathan after the performance of ‘Eucalyptus’ in Melbourne.)

We also extend our warm congratulations to one of Australia’s foremost
award-winning theatre directors, and a RSPA Trustee, Lee Lewis OAM
(Photo left) for her Medal of the Order of Australia awarded in the 2024
King's Birthday Honours, ‘for service to the performing arts as a theatre
director.' Lee spent eight years at the artistic helm of the Griffin Theatre Co
at the SBW Stables Theatre and four years as Artistic Director of
Queensland Theatre. Her exceptional leadership in theatre has included
championing new work by local playwrights and inspiring young people.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_the_Order_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2024_King%27s_Birthday_Honours_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2024_King%27s_Birthday_Honours_(Australia)

At the Foundation - Training and Rehearsals, Events & Performances,

Training and Rehearsals: Our halls are continuing to resonate with the sound of music as our
Seaborn Library doubles as a music studio where Donna Balson and Amelia Farrugia (Sydney Sings)
coach and train both professional singers and the young singers of the future.

The Library can also become a much-needed rehearsal venue. Young director Eugene Lynch and The
Other Theatre group are rehearsing The Pigeons to open, December 7th, at the KXT bAKEHOUSE
Theatre, at 181 Broadway. A vibrant, independent company, KXT ON BROADWAY is supported by
the Foundation and specialises in fresh, sharp, new work and passionate storytelling. Eugene is also
assisting Neil Armfield, director of Pinchgut Opera’s new production of Julius Caesar opening at the
City Recital Hall on 21st November https://www.pinchgutopera.com.au/julius-caesar

Events and Performances: Once again, the Foundation hosted Melbourne-based Theatre Heritage
Australia for a joint program in THA's 2024 series The Stage on Sunday, in memory of the late Sue-
Anne Wallace AM. On September 15, Dr Mark St Leon entertained us with an intriguing, illustrated
story of the development of circuses in Australia, a previously unexplored chapter in our country’s
recent history. A retired university lecturer, Mark is descended from Australia’s earliest family of
professional entertainers, the St Leon circus family and is the author of Circus: The Australian Story
(Melbourne Books, 2011) and other books and articles that examine the history of circuses in
Australia. Many members of circus families joined us for this talk. On 8th October, our Friends, the
GLUGS Theatrical Lunch Club held a film showing in the theatrette. (Photo Gallery overleaf)

We are now eagerly looking forward to a reading of a new musical Woman’s Best Friend by Geraldine
Turner, November 24th at 1.45 for 2pm. Produced by David Spicer and The Bondi Theatre Company,
the cast includes Geraldine Turner, Di Smith, Donna Lee, Helen Dallimore and Brittanie Shipway.
Friends have enjoyed attending recent theatre parties including Gilbert & Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore, a
modern adaptation of the 1938 suspenseful thriller, Gaslight by Patrick Hamilton, directed by Lee
Lewis with Kate Fitzpatrick in the cast at the Ros Packer Theatre, and AO’s Sunset Boulevard, with
Australian Tim Drax| starring opposite Sarah Brightman. Many of us remember a very young Tim
starring in the Newtown School of Performing Arts’s 1998 production of Nicholas Nickleby at the SBW
Independent Theatre, the year it reopened after extensive, lengthy restoration by our Foundation.
Correspondence We have been delighted to receive a letter from Hon Ben Franklin, President of the
Legislative Council, NSW Parliament, congratulating the Foundation on the impact it has made on the
performing arts since its inception and purchase of the SBW Stables in 1986, and on our ‘incredible
work’ and the ‘large number of organisations, artists and creatives that you're able to support.’

We have also received a message from the 2023 Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award winner Maxine
Mellor. Unable to receive her Award in person, as she was at home in Brisbane with her 5-week-old
baby, Maxine shared the good news that her winning play O'Mighty Make-Believe has just received a
reading at the Queensland Theatre. No doubt it's on a steady journey from page to stage.

VALE LEX MARINOS OAM (1949-2024)

Lex Marinos, acclaimed and much-loved Greek-Australian actor, director, broadcaster,
writer, teacher, mentor and champion of diversity in the arts, passed away recently. Our
Independent Theatre Archive contains a photograph of a young Lex on stage there, but
his official career began as a radio presenter on 2JJ/2JJJ. He worked as an actor and
director in film, TV and theatre, was deputy chair of the Australia Council, and a
member of the creative team behind the Sydney 2000 Opening Ceremony. Despite
struggling with his iliness, Lex generously gave an illustrated THA talk in our Library,
last year, on his fascinating theatre history research, soon to be published as a book.

On behalf of our dedicated Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation Board, Staff,

and Volunteers, | extend our warmest wishes to you for the coming Christmas, festival and holiday
season. May you enjoy a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year - and many fine performances, from
our amazing, inspiring and highly-talented, performing artists, in 2025.

Thank you, as always, for your continuous support. It means so much.

Peler, Zow/z%

Peter Lowry AM
President



STOP PRESS = 2 Theatre parties:

THE END OF THE WHARF REVIEW AS WE

KNOW IT @ Seymour Centre 6.30pm

Tuesday 17th December, with Jonathan

Biggins, Mandy Bishop, Drew Forsythe, Phillip Scott, and David Whitney. Just a few tickets
available.

Book quickly for this joyous yet bitter-sweet send-off to a great national theatrical institution.
HEARTBREAK Choir @ ENSEMBLE THEATRE

11 am, Thursday 2nd January, Celebrating the healing

power of music, a joyous love song to community,

friendship and togetherness. A cast of audience

favourites create the perfect harmony in this life-

affirming comedy that is sure to raise the Ensemble

roof. With Valerie Bader, Tyallah Bullock, Nancy Denis,

Carita Farrer Spencer, Jay Laga’aia, Jasper Lee-

Lindsay and Georgina Symes Just a few tickets

available. Book quickly - 99555444 or 0434 433225.

Photo Gallery: Dr St Leon’s THA Talk, GLUGS TLC Lunch & The Pigeons rehearsals



Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation

Suite 10, 20 Young Street Neutral Bay NSW 2089
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 2024 -Volume 32 Issue 4

Phone - 9955 5444 Email office@sbwfoundation.com
Bookings - Call - 9955 5444 or mobile 0434433225
Monday to Thursday - 10am to 4pm

Entertainment- Events- Plays-Music-Talks-Recitals-Musicals

Genesian Theatre - 420 Kent Street Sydney

Playing 28,29,30 November 2024 — Tickets $40
Bookings — 99555444 or 0434433225

PLEASE NOTE THE S,B& W OFFICE
IS CLOSED BETWEEN THE
20 DECEMBER 2024 AND
6 JANUARY 2025
TV TV TV TV TV T TOTD

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE
Based on the screenplay by
Marc Norman & Tom Stoppard
Adapted for the stage by Lee Hall.
New Theatre Newtown
542 King Street Newtown
Playing to the 14 December 2024
Cast includes- Talia Benatar, Keiden Chung,
Kim Clifton, Charlotte Edwards.
Young Shakespeare has a bad case of
writer’s block,and desperately needs a
muse. His new comedy , Romeo and Ethel the
Pirate’s daughter, isn’t turning out how he’d
hoped and he’s up against a tight deadline.
That is when he meets Viola de Lesseps,
and a real-life romance starts to take hold.
But Viola has a secret and his new play isn’t
shaping up to be the light-hearted comedy
Queen Bess demanded.

Tickets-$35- Thursdays $25
Thursday to Saturday 7.30pm Sunday -2pm
Bookings- 99555444 or 0434433225

Happy Christmas

A subscription to the

Seaborn, Broughton &
Walford Foundation is a
great gift for a birthday
etc. Only $11 per year or
$77 for Life.

Call Carol - 9955 5444


mailto:Email%20%20office@sbwfoundation.com
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THE PRESIDENT
PETER LOWRY AM
AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Or
THE SEABORN, BROUGHTON & WALFORD
FOUNDATION
Invite You & a guest
to the
SEABORN, BROUGHTON & WALFORD
FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS PARTY
Highlights will be the
PRESENTATION OF THE 2024
RODNEY SEABORN PLAYWRIGHTS AWARD
and the 2024 GRANTS PRESENTATIONS.
Seaborn Library Suite 3 (Ground Floor)
20 Young Street Neutral Bay NSW
Join us for complimentary food
drinks and entertainment.

Thursday -21st November 2024
6pm to Spm

RSVP - by Monday - 18th November 2024
Carol Martin - 9955 5444
Email - office@sbwfoundation.com
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E"sr Cabaret at Clare’s Kitchen

“} 35 Oxford St, Darlinghurst

¢ .

o Brad Cooper accompanied by
“} Bev Kennedy

£ . .
« Bev and Brad are raring to go with
z} an inspirational set of their

¢  favourite sings (old and new) from
z}. Sondheim, Britten and Robert
&« Brown.

::a Friday 22 November 2024

« 6pm -9.30pm

z} Dinner & show, $128.

¢ Bookings- Clare’s Kitchen website
© TV DT T TDTITDTOED

:}. WONMAN?’S BEST FRIEND

™ Seaborn Library

% 20 Young Street Neutral Bay
P 24 November 2024 - 2pm

« Followed by complimentary
™

& refreshments. Free event.

::., The Seaborn, Broughton and
«  Walford Foundation are pleased
%= tohostin the Seaborn Library a
ﬁ:: new staged reading of

] -

&« Geraldine Turner and Greg

= Crease’s new play with music.
«  Five women navigate life, loss
™

oy and betrayal, as they work
ﬁ} together to save their dog

« refuge. With womans best

oS friend by their side, they

*:,;, discover the value of true

¢ . B,

& friendship.

z} Cast- Geraldine Turner,

« Di Smith & Donna Lee.

& .

~ Bookings - 99555444 or

:} 0434433225.
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Clare’s Kitchen
Presents the legend
Peter Cousens
Peter’s beautiful voice and
relaxed, engaging style are
the product of a long career
as an actor and the art of
cabaret.
Compelling. Authentic and funny.
You will be mesmerised by his
versatility as an entertainer.
Sunday 24 November 2024
6pm to 9.30pm
Dinner & show $156
Including booking fee
Bookings Clare’s kitchen

website
ORI TOTITOTIZOR)

GLUGS CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Castlereagh Boutique Hotel
169 Castlereagh Street
Sydney
Monday 2 December 2024
12 noon
The Glugs present a fabulous
line-up
of guests for their Christmas
Celebration.
Deborah Krizak who will
Star in the musical Annie.
Prinnie Stevens and
Luc Pierre Tannous.
Plus, at the piano, John Martin
and Andrew Warboys.,
Book early.

Cost - $80
Bookings - 99555444
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& Sydney Opera House

‘ga Ladies Committee

« Christmas Spectacular

“} with Donna Lee &

E@ John Martin

« Strangers Dining Room

ﬁ} NSW Parliament House

« 6 Macquarie St

%

P Cost - $130

«f: Includes a 2-course meal and
E-@ welcome glass of wine.

&« Thursday, 5 December 2024
g 11.30am

« Bookings

% -

ﬁ@ SOHLC.com or Humantix

‘;} 99555444 or 0434433225

by OO TITITOTITIT)

« Sydney Philharmonia Choirs
% .

fg@ Handel’s Messiah

'&“: Sydney Opera House Concert Hall
%

2@ Fun, comfort, inspiration and pure
« seasonal joy in the company of
% . R .

f;:;a Sydney Philharmonia Choirs,\as all
«‘Z the singers come together for an
% R .

E@ exhilarating performance of
«‘Z Handel’s greatest oratorio.

ﬁ} Graham Abbot will conduct,

ei bringing insight., born of a

ﬁ} life-time conducting over

&« 75 Messaiah performances and
o .

& counting.

& Solists

z} Penelope Mills, Margaret Plummer,
« Louis Harley and Christopher
zfé Richardson.

¢ Sunday- 15 December 2024-1pm
zll Performance 2 hours 45 minutes
« With one interval.

z} Tickets - $96 A reserve

« Call - 99555444 or 0434433225
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THE PIGEONS!
by David Gleselmann
KXT Bakehouse Theatre
Playing until
21 December 2024
Directed by Eugene Lynch
The Pigeons is a “roaringly
Funny” Black Christmas
Comedy, given a brand new
production by the Other Theatre-
with their signature blend of
sculptural movement, music and
exceptionally detailed
performances. And all of this in
time for Christmas!
Tickets - $45
Bookings KXT Theatre website

ADVANCE NOTICE
AND THEN THERE WERE NONE

by Agatha Christie
Directed by Robyn Nevin

Cast includes- Jack Bannister,

Jennifer Flowers, Brendan
Ewing & Nicholas Hammond..

Ten strangers are lured to a
solitary mansion on an island off
the English Coast. When a storm
cuts them off from the mainland,
it makes the true reason for their

presence on the island horribly
clear.
Wednesday 7 May 2025- 1pm
Tickets - $99.90
Bookings- 99555444 or

0434433225
TVTITITITITITITITITD
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Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library
Programmes for Christmas pantomimes in Australia

Pantomimes developed in 18th century England, but their
origins go a long way back in history. The word ‘pantomime’
comes from the Greek pantomimos. ‘Panto’ meaning ‘all’
and ‘mimos’ meaning ‘mime, imitation or actor’.

The traditional British theatrical pantomime, as we know it,
was initially influenced by Italian commedia dell’arte of the
1500s, where ensembles of masked actors improvised
comedies. This is also the origin of early pantomime stock-
characters such as Columbine, Pantaloon, Clown, and the
slapstick acrobat Harlequin (originally called Arlecchino). By
the late 1600s, characters from the commedia appeared on
stage in early English pantomimes. The character of
Harlequin was particularly popular.

An early performer of that role, John Rich, developed the
hugely popular ‘Harlequinade’, and, in 1732, he built
Convent Garden with the profits of his pantomime shows.
Early pantomimes like the Harlequinade involved miming to
music, chase scenes, physical comedy, and classical tales.

The silent Harlequinades evolved to include speech
(especially after the 1843 Theatres Act lifted restrictions on
the spoken word on the stage). Word play and audience
participation then became the norm for pantomimes. At the
same time, there was a rise in local folk stories, topical
satire, elaborate sets and special effects. By the 1880s, the
Harlequinade dwindled in popularity in favour of music hall
elements and competitive spectacle in the pantomime.

Fairy tales, principal boys and pantomime dames all became
popular during the Victorian era of pantomime. It became a
tradition for pantomimes to open on Boxing Day and thus
became an entertainment linked to the time of Christmas.

Pantomimes developed in early colonial Australia from the
British tradition. The first recorded pantomime performance
in Sydney was presented at Barnett Levey’s Royal Hotel
Assembly Rooms on 15 July 1833 - The Three Wishes; or,
Harlequin and the Black Pudding. When Levey’s Theatre
Royal opened later in 1833, Levey presented Sydney’s first
Christmastime pantomime on 26 December - Harlequin
Sailor; or, The Miser’s Daughter.

Images: Theatre programmes from the
Foundation’s archives for (top) Cinderella,
opened at Sydney’s Tivoli Theatre on
Boxing Day in 1949; (bottom) Old Mother
Hubbard at the Empire Theatre, Boxing Day,
1951; (overleaf) Jack and the Beanstalk at
St James Theatre, Boxing Day, 1926.

Susan Mills, Archivist 1




Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library
Programmes for Christmas pantomimes in Australia

Pantomimes continued to be so popular that, at Christmastime
in 1926, theatregoers were spoilt for choice of pantomimes in
Sydney. Jack and the Beanstalk was at St James Theatre, J.C.
Williamson’s Aladdin was at the Grand Opera House, while
Babes in the Wood was at the Hippodrome.

Jack and the Beanstalk was presented by Sir Benjamin Fuller
and John Fuller, and opened on Boxing Day of 1926. The Fuller
brothers had recently gone into partnership with Hugh J. Ward
to produce musical entertainment. In 1926 they opened their
newly-built St James Theatre in Elizabeth Street, near the
current David Jones store. The theatre became a movie cinema
in 1931 before being demolished in 1971.

The Sydney Morning Herald marvelled at the “lavish scale” of
the production, including wooden cows with animated wagging
heads, and an elevated Jack when climbing the beanstalk. The
cow, as played by two actors, was reported to have “added
materially to the excellent entertainment’.

New display in the Seaborn Library

The Foundation is enjoying a new
display in the Seaborn Library of
theatrical and historically-themed
Art Dolls:

¢ Queen Victoria (1819-1901)
¢ Mary, Queen of Scots (1542-1587)
¢ Henry VIl (1491-1547)
¢ Sir Thomas Moore (1478-1535)
¢ Dame Joan Sutherland OM AC
DBE as Lucia in the ‘mad scene’ of Lucia di Lammermoor.

¢ Dame Joan Sutherland OM AC DBE in her career-farewell gala performance at the
Sydney Opera House in 1990.

Exquisitely hand-crafted by a Friend of the Foundation John Jewell (pictured right),
these Art Dolls were modelled with polymer clay, painted and covered in wax, and
the costumes are hand-sewn with elaborate embellishments including gold bullion.
We thank John for his donation of a display that is fit for a king, queen, knight, and
dame! Please have a look at the new display at your next event at the Seaborn,
Broughton & Walford Foundation.
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