PRESIDENT'S LETTER

August 2020

Dear Friends,
We are certainly living through challenging times.
Severe restrictions imposed to halt the spread of
COVID 19 may have slowed the frenetic pace of urban
life and dented the pandemic, but they have also had
an perilous effect on our performing arts community.
Stages and theatres are dark and curtains have been
closed for months, with no clear directives regarding reopening in sight, causing
much stress, anxiety and loss of income to individuals and groups throughout the
entertainment industry.
Respected producer and Foundation Friend Andrew McKinnon has explained:
It is a difficult time but even more so for the singers, actors, musicians and
dancers who must place on hold the very reason for their existence, which is
to bring joy and inspiration to audiences through their live performances.

There has been much creativity and resilience in response to the situation with
performers going online and reaching out to audiences in different ways, but
nothing can really replace the magical immediacy of live performance.

| would like to express our heartfelt thanks to those of you who have been able to
provide extra financial support at this time. Our last Newsletter described how, with
your help, our Foundation stepped forward to seed fund the Actors Benevolent
Fund’'s COVID 19 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND.

OUR CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Actors’ Benevolent Fund: The importance of the Emergency Fund and the
significance of our contribution was publicised in Stage Whispers magazine and by
Alan Jones on radio 2GB and Josh Zepps on ABC (see insert in this Newsletter).
Griffin Theatre Company: We welcome Fiona (Fee) Hulton who joins Artistic
Director Declan Greene and the Griffin Theatre Company team as Interim
Executive Director. Although the SBW Stables is closed, vibrant online activities
continue and plans for reopening are on track. The Foundation has waived office
rental and is seizing this opportunity to organise urgent repairs to the Theatre roof.



Leslie Walford AM Award (NIDA): Lisa Hamilton Head of Development and Alumni at
NIDA thanked the Foundation’s commitment to NIDA Alumni through this Award.

It is a generous award that gives our students opportunities to follow their dreams beyond their
time at NIDA and develop their creative ideas and skills further. We also appreciate that we have
been able to continue with the award during these unusual times ... our students need
encouragement more than ever to pursue their creative ideas and through the financial support of
this award, engage in project opportunities they have initiated.

Winner Melissa Kahraman also expressed her thanks. Her project is a feature film: ... the
story of a first generation Turkish-Australian woman as she begins to explore and take ownership
of her life, and her role in her family as she begins to question her faith, and her inherent obligation
to her Islamic community. The major theme that the film will explore is the idea of displacement in
its various forms. Displacement from ones own country, family, community, and self.

THE FOUNDATION’S ARCHIVES & SEABORN LIBRARY:
We are delighted to welcome assistant archivist and librarian, Susan Mills who is helping

our highly-valued archivist Neil Pollock as he reduces his hours. This Newsletter contains
Susan’s discoveries of gems among our Archives as well as details of activities in our

Library that is fast becoming a much-needed, affordable teaching and rehearsal venue.

AT THE FOUNDATION OFFICE
We were so relieved to be able to welcome home our Administrator Carol Martin recently.

Carol is back at her desk having endured lockdown overseas for over two months and a
fortnight in quarantine after returning to Sydney. She has prepared a list of theatrical
activities, mostly online, as well as surprise re-openings and future productions.

Georgie Davis, who has been Carol’s cheerful, good-hearted assistant for many years has
decided to retire. We thank Georgie, wish her well and hope to see her at future functions.
Some of you have already met Danny Smith who now assists in the office. He is

experienced in ticketing and worked for some time at the restored Independent Theatre.

As we continue supporting the performing arts at this unprecedented time, we invite you,
our Friends, to provide some extra cheer to share with our performing arts community.
Please email or write to us describing what you most miss during the entertainment
lockdown and add your favourite performing arts memories. We would love to
include some of these special thoughts and remembrances in our next Newsletter.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Peler, Zoa//z%

Peter Lowry OAM
President
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Lambert House Enterprises present Australian Theatre Live
THE CREDFAUX .CANVAS Performance recording rentals
by Keith Bunin antlive.com.au
El Rocco Café & Theatre . . . .
. free streaming for a limited time
154 Brougham Street, Kings Cross facebook //Theatreli
Cast includes- Samson Alston, Rachel Marley acebook.com catrefive
and Jasper Bruce. .

Australian Theatre for Young People

ATYP On Demand
atypondemand.com.au
TOTVTITVITITITITITITITD

The production- believed to be the first post lockdown
play to open- will be presented under strict Health
directives with audiences-limited to 24 people per

performance. All COVID-associated instructions will
Ensemble Theatre

be in place.
The Credeaux Canvas is the story of three twenty- Ensemble Conversations
somethings struggling to survive. They hatch a plan to Ensemble.com.au/discover/ensemble-conversations
dupe a wealthy art connoisseur into buying a forged TITITITITITITITITITITD
painting. The play is generously laced with, humour,
sexual tension and a famous, very unusual scene! There Sydney Theatre Company
STC Virtual

are great moments of both irony and tragedy that have
kept audiences around the world enthralled for nearly
20 years.
First produced off Broadway in 2001. This new
production brings a totally new approach with the play
placed within a small café setting.

sydneytheatre.comau/stc-virtual
L02:02:02:0 101 2020250202202 L)

Griffin Theatre Company
griffintheatre.com.au/whatson/
griffin-lock-in

Playing until Sunday 23 August 2020 e ——
Tues, Weds, Thurs — 7pm

Sundays — Spm ~ -
Tickets -Adults — $35 Concessions-$25 =
www.trybooking.com/BKFGC A 8 y
Warning: Production features strong language. \"2 Y
¥ p

Adult themes and nudity.
TVTVTITVTITITITITITITD

SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE THEATRE

LONDON
ENJ O.Y WOR.I.. D-CLASS THEATRE Now has 40 titles- 6 mainstage shows plus 34 others
online while they are closed created for “Globe to Globe”.
Australian Ballet Free YouTube premiers or renting or purchasing
Ballet is a powerful magic. It can draw you out of ) films on Globe Player.
your lounge room and into forests and castles and Films on demand to watch from the comfort of
starry skies. It can make you forget your worries your own lfome.
and feel the freedom. Hamlet to Romeo and Juliet and many others.
At home with Ballet TV digital season will beam A virtual tour of the G.lobe Theatre where you can
premium productions right to your couch for free. zoom in and out. )
Watch out for Spartacus and the Merry Widow in You can read, watch or listen.
August 2020. All ballets have a limited two-week . www.shakespearesglobe.com .
season. Click on the menu and scroll down to your item
www.australianballet.com.au of choice
TV TV TITITOTITITIE)

TVTITITITITITITOTITITD



http://www.trybooking.com/BKFGC
http://www.australianballet.com.au/
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/

CIRQUE DU SOLIEL

Watch Cirques 60 minute specials on
YouTube.

Watch awe inspiring moments from
La Reve (The Dream), Cirque Crystal,
Luzia, Bazzar & Kurios, plus ‘ONE’
based on Michael Jacksons music
from Mandalay Bay Hotel Las Vegas.
Several behind the scenes videos
from various productions are also
available to view.

Either go direct to YouTube or
#Stay-Home#WithMe#CirqueConnect
TOTITVTITITITITITITITD
Stage Shows, Musicals and
Opera you can watch on line
for free

Theatres are closed, but you can always
get a stagey fix online, operas, musicals
and more!

Roger & Hammerstein’s
Carousel
Live from Lincoln Centre New York,
with the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra a star studded cast and the
New York Ballet Dancers
Cast includes- Kelli O’Hara, Nathan
Gunn, Robert Fairchild and Tiler Peck.

Go to Live from the Lincoln Centre
Roger & Hammerstein’s
Carousel

Running time -2hrs-15mins
1:52-5252 52 502 502 52 0 S S0

YouTube

LIVE TALKS LOS ANGELES
Eric Idle in conversation with
John Cleese

before a sold-out crowd at the Alex Theatre.

Running time 1hr 16mins 59secs.
Patricia Cornwell in conversation with
Jamie Lee Curtis
Discussing writing life and her thriller
Quantam
Running time 58mins 52secs
BBC Mark Lawson in Conversation with
Maggie Smith

TOTVTITVTITDTOTOTITITD

THE ORPHEUM IS BACK!
380 Military Road Cremorne
For the comfort and safety of patrons &
staff they have made a few operational
changes.

Hand sanitisers throughout the venue
Capped auditorium capacity in line with the
latest Government regulations.
Additional and thorough cleaning on high
touch surfaces throughout the day.
Social distancing markers.
Contactless payments, no cash.
Confidential contact tracing for on line
bookings and over the counter sales
Staggered session times to reduce
congestion.

Special Events- Movies & Dates
Tickets - $15.00
All my Sons
Sat & Sun —Aug 8/9 11.30am
12 Angry Men -Sat — Aug 8 11.20am
Close Encounters — Sat Aug 8 —5.20pm
Sound of Music- Sat Aug 8 — 1.40pm
Matrix — Sat Aug 8 — 8.20pm
The Little Mermaid/Sun Aug 9-10.15am
Ben Hur Sun Aug 9 — 1pm
Baraka — Sun Aug 9 — 5.15pm
Terminator Judgement Day
Sun Aug 9- 7.30pm
Banff — Aug 19/20/21at 7.30pm
Adult - $33.50 — Child $24
Banff Family Program
Sun -Aug 23-2.45pm
Adult- 25.50 Child $ 18.50
Family 2 adults 2 child-$80
The Room-Fri Sept 4- 9pm $17

Porgy & Bess — Metropolitan Opera
Sat/Sun/Mon
10-11-12 October
Adults - $28 Concession $24

Exhibition on Screen
Frida Kahlo - Oct 24/25/26
11.15am Price- Adult- $21 Child- $18

Sydney Comedy Festival Showcase
Fri 30 October 8pm Price $39.50

Phone- 9908 4344
or book on line

TITITDTITITITITITIT)



CLAIRE’S KITCHEN IS BACK
35 Oxford Street, Surry Hills NSW
French Chic
Restaurant open Tuesday to Saturday.
Only 50 guests per evening.

Tues to Thurs a la carte dining
Fri & Sat set price menu $85.00
Dinner & Show Nights
Petit Pop Up Cabarets- 6pm to 10pm
Genevieve Lemon
26 & 27 August

Andrew Bukenya
2 & 3 September

Michele Lansdown
9 & 10 September

Amanda Easton
15 & 16 September

Enquiries & bookings — 9283 1891
marc@claireskitchen.com.au
TTITITITITI DT TITITD
New Theatre
542 King Street Newtown
Are thrilled to announce that their program
for the remainder of the year is now in
place. In September- October, they will be
presenting the production Neighbourhood
Watch, which was set to open in March.
This will be followed in October-November
by the world premiere of Saro Lusty-
Cavallari’s adaptation of George Orwell’s
Animal Farm.

In November — December the New Theatre
will be bringing you the first adaptation of
one of Australia’s most beloved novels that
subsequently became an iconic film.
Social distancing requirements will be in
place to keep cast, crew, staff and audiences
safe, but numbers in the audeience will have
to be limited.

Dates for the seasons will be finalised soon.
Call Carol Martin at the S, B&W
Foundation office for details- 9955 5444
TOTVTITVTITITOTITD

If there are any aspiring playwrights out
there, the closing date for the
Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award
will be Thursday 3 September 2020.
Award -$20,000
Please check our website for guidelines and
application form.
www.sbwfoundation.com

TTITITITITITDTOTITITD

OPERA AUSTRALIA
On Demand

Over 33 hours of Operas, Arias and
interviews to watch now for free.
There’s plenty to keep you entertained.

Sutherland , Pavarotti and Bonynge Gala
Two of the greatest singers to have ever
joined forces with the Sydney Opera House
for an unforgettable concert.

La Boheme Sydney Ooera House
The original bohemian love story comes to
life in one of the most popular productions.

Carmen Sydney Harbour
With irrestible rhythms and more smash
hits than any other opera.

La Traviata Sydney Harbour
Raise your glass, flutter those lashes. He’s
staring at you, he’s singing for you...
Are you tempted?
The Merry Widow
See the great Joan Sutherland in one of her
light-hearted roles.

OA/TV:Opera Australia On Demand
TR T EDEITITITITIT)

Leslie Walford AM

Friends who knew the late Leslie Walford
(1927-2012), Dr Seaborn’s cousin and our
second Foundation President will be pleased
to hear we still have a few copies of this book
available for purchase.

Darling mother, darling son the letters of
Leslie Walford and Dora Byrne (1929-1972)
Edited by Edith M Ziegler.

It is illustrated by a rich selection of rare
pictorial material from the archives given to
the Caroline Simpson Library and Research
Collection in 2012.

If you are interested in purchasing a copy of
this interesting book.

Contact — Carol Martin — 9955 5444
Hard Cover- $35.00 Incl postage

TOTOTITITITITITITOTD


http://www.sbwfoundation.com/

SEABORN LIBRARY

We warmly welcome distinguished singing
coaches Amelia Farrugia and Donna Balson who
have been teaching professional and aspiring
young singers in our Seaborn Library.

The space is suitable for face-to-face and remote
sessions. It has also been booked in August by Eugene Lynch, whose independent
opera/theatre company The Other Theatre, will be rehearsing an Australian chamber
opera in two acts, Love Burns, by composer Graeme Koehne and playwright Louis
Nowra, with former members of Pacific Opera singers in the cast.

Warmest congratulations to producer director Les Solomon, his cast: Samson Alston,
Rachel Marley, Jasper Bruce and Beth Daly and creative team who successfully opened
The Credeaux Canvas at El Rocco Cafe to a socially-distanced audience recently after
weeks of rehearsing in our Seaborn Library. Reviews have been excellent: ‘a masterful
production’. Bookings essential.

The production — believed to be the first post-lockdown play to open - is presented
under strict health directives with audiences - initially at least - limited to 24 people per
performance. All COVID-associated instructions will be in place, with the venue
thoroughly cleaned upstairs and down, hand sanitiser available and audiences advised
to wear masks - depending on health regulations at the time. Audiences will also be

placed at the back of the room, at an acceptable distance from the actors.
(Photos: Ass. Dir. Isaac Broadbent)

~ BETH DALY

i’ .
REDEAUX
CANVAS ~7=

-

BY KEITH BUNIN -




Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Archives and Library

Theatre Programmes Collection

At the heart of the Seaborn, Broughton &
Walford Foundation Archives and Library
is a valuable collection of personal papers,
audio-visual material, books, objects,
photographs, and memorabilia relating to
all aspects of the performing arts.

Amongst this collection is a very
large treasure trove of theatre
programmes! This important collection
covers much of Australian performing arts,
however the primary focus is on Sydney
theatre. With over 18,000 programmes,
it’s a remarkable resource for research
into Australian theatre. One that certainly
fulfills Dr Seaborn’s vision to preserve and

promote Australian performing arts.

The S,B&W Foundation’s Theatre
Programme Collection has been

accumulating since the establishment of

the Foundation in 1986, and forms one of
the most significant theatre programme Did you know?
collections in Australia.

The programmes have found their The oldest programme in the Seaborn,
home in the S,B&W Foundation archive in Broughton & Walford Foundation Ar-
a number of ways. Some through a large chive and Library’s Theatre
transfer in 2006 of programmes formerly Programmes Collection is from 1860!
collated by the past Dennis Wolanski
Library of the Performing Arts at the The programme is for a performance of
Sydney Opera House, while many arrived Verdi’s ‘Il Trovatore’, at the Prince of
by donation to the collection by many Wales Opera House in Castlereagh

wonderful individuals. Street.

Programmes are an important The opening date was on Tuesday, 29

historical record, providing evidence and May, in 1860.
colour to the story of actors, production,

stage technology, companies, buildings,

venues, and social themes.




Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Archives and Library

Theatre Programmes Collection

A very brief history of programmes...

Theatre programmes are thought to have begun with the
small playbills of London theatres of the 1730s.
Australia’s earliest surviving playbill is also its earliest
surviving printed document. This playbill was for a
performance of the play ‘Jane Shore’, held on Saturday,
30 July 1796 at the Theatre, Sydney. The only copy was
preserved in the National Library of Australia, and was
added to the UNESCO Australian Memory of the World
Register in 2011.

Processing our programmes into the archive...

Throughout the years, S,B&W Foundation Archivists and
volunteers have painstakingly individually sorted each of
the thousands of programmes in the Archive collection.
They have been categorised and indexed by venue,
company and location. They are now held in archival
standard environmental conditions for preservation in
the S,B&W archive compactus shelves, available for
researchers to access.

Making the collection known...

Providing public access to this unique collection has
always been an aim of the Foundation.

Some programmes have been scanned and added
to the Facebook group ‘The History of the Independent
Theatre, North Sydney’. This includes Doris Fitton’s
Independent Theatre company’s first performance at the
Independent Theatre —'French Without Tears’ (pictured)
- which held its opening performance on Saturday,

2 September 1939, just as the Second World War broke
out.

Another exciting project just begun is the
listing of programmes held by the S,B&W Foundation
onto the AusStage performing arts online database.

Making the programmes collection more widely-
known will preserve the valuable history and stories of
our performing arts heritage.

Ar MILLER STREET
NORTH SYDNEY

M
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Theatre . T

(UNDER THE DIRECTION OF DORIS FITTON)
Poper
Presents

“French Without Tears”

by
TERENCE RATTIGAN
o

Opening Performance
SATURDAY, 2x0 SEPTEMBER, 1939
AT & PM.

Axp ox EVERY WEDNESDAY axp SATURDAY

NioHr, AT 8 P.M.

“French Without Tears”

CHARACTERS

(In the order of their appearamce):
KENNETH LAKE
BRIAN CURTIS
HON. ALAN HOWARD
MARIANNE
MONSIEUR MAINGOT
LT.-COMDR. ROGERS
DIANA LAKE ..

... Sumner Locke-Elliott

Arnold Barker

Howard Craven

KIT NEILAN
JACQUELINE MAINGOT Jessica Noad
ACT 1
July 1st. Morning
ACT I
Scene 1. July 14th. Afterncon
2. The same evening
ACT 1L
Scene 1. Later the same night
. 2. The following morning.
The action passes in the living room of “Miramar,”
avilla in a small seaside town on the west coast
of France.
THE PLAY PRODUCED BY DORIS FITTON

Sraon Manaour

Flowers in all Indep esy of the
Beatrice Stewa

Wines in all Independent Thea { Caldwell's
/ines, 74 Bridge Road, Camperdown




Emergency
Assistance Fund

A small, steady philanthropic light is sending out a powerful ray of
hope through the gloom of venue closures.

As thousands in the
entertainment sector lost their jobs,
the Seaborn Broughton & Walford
Foundation, a charity established to
assist the performing arts in Australia,
reached out to help those in the
industry who lost their livelihoods.

Foundation President and
Chairman Peter Lowry OAM, with
unanimous support from Board
members, contacted Bruce Spence,
Chair of the Actors Benevolent Fund,
and offered to seed fund a new
COVID 19 Emergency Assistance
Fund.

The Foundation currently awards substantial twice-yearly grants, on a
competitive basis, to worthwhile performing arts projects. However, in
announcing that $100,000 would be donated instead to the ABF's Fund,
Peter Lowry added, “To be able to support the people who provide us with
so much enjoyment through the arts, when they're most in need, is of the
utmost importance at this time.”

The SBW Foundation believes that the ABF is ideally placed to support
actors, directors, designers, sound and lighting creatives, playwrights, stage
managers and technical crew who need help to survive the present
situation.

For 75 years, the ABF has been assisting theatre practitioners of all ages,
and of varied experience, from every discipline in the performing arts, who
are in need of financial assistance due to accident, illness, age-related issues
and at times of severe stress.

Within weeks of establishing the fund, the ABF received over 50
requests for assistance and distributed in excess of $25,000 to those in dire
straits. Food and fuel vouchers have been distributed, and assistance has
been given to pay household and medical bills.

Many of those who have applied for Jobseeker assistance have found it
slow in coming and insufficient to meet larger expenses. Others discover
that they are ineligible for Government assistance programs.

The Actors Benevolent Fund provides a safety net by offering a range of
grants, one-off amounts and monthly payments.

Bruce Spence expressed gratitude to the Foundation for initiating the
partnership and for the generous donation.

The new fund has already attracted many donations, although it will
need many more to meet the increasing need.

The Actors Benevolent Fund is a fully registered charity and all donations
are tax deductible,

Every dollar donated to this fund goes to helping an artist or theatre
practitioner in distress, and a bond of confidentiality ensures that identities
of recipients are never disclosed.

All information is detailed on actorsbenevolentfund.org.au




ASSISTING THE ABF BY SPREADING THE WORD

On July 7th our Foundation President Peter Lowry contributed to a discussion on the ABC morning
radio programme Focus regarding the desperate position of the performing arts sector due to the
cancellation of shows and lockdown of venues in accordance with COVID 19 restrictions.

After expressing his admiration and affection for those in the profession, Peter outlined the
circumstances of current difficult situation. Because of the contractual nature of their work, many
have fallen into the gap between Job Keeper and Job Seeker. As a result, increasing numbers are
coming forward every week to request financial assistance from the Actors Benevolent Fund to
help meet the unexpected costs that come with the lengthy closure of the industry. Peter
mentioned that there was even an escalating need for food vouchers.

He also explained how our Foundation seed-funded the ABF's COVID 19 EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE FUND to help meet this urgent situation.

Presenter Cassie McCullagh was most sympathetic and, after hearing Peter describe the current
plight of those in the performing arts, said she was moved to tears.

Positive listener feedback was received from the programme.

Peter subsequently contacted broadcaster Alan Jones who generously publicised the ABF during
his busy final week on 2GB radio. Peter also arranged for ABF President Bruce Spence to be in-
terviewed on Josh Zepps’s ABC Breakfast programme. Following this interview, Bruce emailed:

Hello Peter,

... I did have an excellent interview with Josh Zepps yesterday morning for about ten minutes just
before the 10.00am news. He was very supportive and we talked most of the time about the ABF
and the plight of the industry....

Thank you once again for your invaluable assistance.

Regards Bruce Spence

A welcome follow-up email was received from ABF Secretary & Event Producer Camilla Rountree:

Dear Bruce and Peter,

... We had a lady call us today to make a donation of $1,000 because she heard Bruce on the ra-
dio talking about ABF and the plight of actors.

Great result.

Camilla

Camilla has also confirmed that applicants are currently asking for food vouchers, assistance with
rent and household bills, medical and dental bills and even help with car registration. And with no
or reduced government benefit, the demand for support will undoubtedly increase. Families and
single parents where one or both the parents are working in the business are under particular
stress. To address this in July, the ABF introduced a special $50 per dependent grant paid in food
vouchers to the families of applicants. In cases of particular hardship, the ABF has, at the
Committee's discretion, raised the assistance level to $1,500. The ABF expects that there will be
an increase in demand over the next few weeks with a spike post September. A rent assistance
program for this time is also under discussion. The ABF also anticipates that the relief program will
have to continue well into the new year.

The Seaborn Broughton & Walford Foundation and the Actors’
Benevolent Fund express grateful thanks to their Friends and

supporters who are able to make donations, whether large or i
small, to assist the Actors Benevolent Fund’s valuable work in ‘

helping our performing arts community through this
unprecedented time. ACTORS BENEVOLENT FUND

OF NEW SOUTH WALES
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