
Dear Friends,

Welcome to a New Year of fine theatre-going, another year 
in which the Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation will 
continue to honour Dr Seaborn’s generous vision by sup-
porting and nurturing the performing arts in many diverse 
ways and also by preserving, through our Performing Arts 
Collection, fascinating and important voices and stories of 
the past to benefit and educate generations to come. We 
hope that 2020 will be a happy and successful year for you 
and that you will continue to join us on this exciting journey.

SHARING DEEP CONCERNS OVER BUSHFIRE CRISIS
Recent extreme heat, smoke haze and catastrophic bushfires have been of great concern 
to us all. While expressing deep gratitude to the many volunteers and service people who 
have worked tirelessly in unimaginably dangerous conditions to help others, we also send 
our best wishes and sympathy, on your behalf, to those Friends who have been affected 
and who, in some cases, may have lost family, friends and houses or have been forced to 
evacuate their homes. We acknowledge and commend the generosity of many performing 
artists who are donating their talents to fundraising events to assist vital relief efforts.  
It is over a century since Dorothea McKellar wrote her well-known and much-loved poem 
‘My Country’, and decades since Australian writers elected to choose droughts and bush-
fires to provide settings and subject matter for the stage. I suspect our recent devastating 
experiences, their causes and our responses, both heroic and controversial, will provide 
important and rich material for future playwrights.

RODNEY SEABORN PLAYWRIGHTS AWARD
One of the highlights of our annual Christmas Party (see the collage of photos on next 
page) is the announcement, by past President Gaz Simpson, of the winner of the Rodney 
Seaborn Playwrights Award, This substantial $20,000 Award is for the development of a 
performing arts project judged to have the potential to be successful.  We extend our 
warmest congratulations to the 2019 winner Kirsty Marillier for her play The Orange 
Thrower.  We also congratulate Dylan Van Den Berg, Brooke Robinson, Diana Stubbings, 
Olivia Satchell and Joanna Erskine whose plays were on the shortlist. Discussions are 
now underway regarding a series of playreadings in our Seaborn Library to give young 
playwrights the opportunity to observe and further develop their new work.

GRANTS
Towards the end of last year, the Foundation received 55 applications for financial 

assistance. After considering and ratifying the Grants Panel’s recommendations, the 
Foundation Board was able to offer Grants totalling $129,000 to the following Groups and 
individuals for future projects.

Grant of $10,000 to John Senczuk for a Research Paper on Dr Rodney Seaborn. 
Grant of $10,000 to assist publishing a book by John Clark: An Eye for Talent  A unique 
History of NIDA and its influence on the Australian Arts. 
Grant of $10,000 to Maddy Slabacu, Horizon Theatre Company, for Puppetry Program for 
Children.
Grant of $20,000 to Luke Rogers, Canberra Youth Theatre for Youth Training Program. 
Grant of $4,000 to Benjamin Sheen, Periscope Productions, for new theatre work using 
The Human Voice, based on text by Jean Cocteau for 6 writers, & Actors, a choir of 16.



Grant of $10,000 to Nathan Gilkes, Marian St Theatre, for Development of a Children’s  
Community Play The Red Shoes, based on the story by Hans Christian Andersen. 
Grant of $20,000 to Jay James-Moody, Squabbalogic, for a further 2-week Development of 
New Australian Musical The Dismissal, with the possibility of a National Tour.
Grant of $10,000 to Andrea James for imminent production of new Indigenous play: Sun- 
Shine Supergirl - The Yvonne Goolagong Story. Griffin Theatre/Melbourne Theatre Co. 
Grant of $10,000 for Dino Demitriades, Apocalypse Theatre Company, for a two-week 
development of a new work, The Bible Project, with senior artists Paul Capsis and Melita 
Jurisic. (possibility of a National Tour).
Grant of $15,000 to Justin Macdonnell, Marrugeku for an Indigenous Dance Program. 
Western Australia, Broome. National and International Tour. 

SYDNEY THEATRE AWARDS
The annual Sydney Theatre Awards were held on January 20th before a large enthusiastic 
audience at the Seymour Centre. Congratulations to all winners and nominees and to 
Maggie Blinco, a popular recipient of the Life Achievement Award. Producer Ian Phipps, 
publicly thanked our Foundation, the major sponsor, for once again fulfilling Dr Seaborn’s 
wishes, contributing $10,000 towards this important event in the performing arts calendar. 

TWO IMPORTANT BOOK LAUNCHES
Congratulations to Peter Pinne and Peter Wyllie Johnston for their comprehensive and 
beautiful new book THE AUSTRALIAN MUSICAL From the Beginning launched recently at 
the Genesians Theatre, and to John Senzcuk for his well-researched and timely history of 
the Griffin Theatre Griffin Rising that was launched at the SBW Stables on 1st December.

50th BIRTHDAY OF THE SBW STABLES THEATRE
2020 is a special year for the SBW Stables Theatre. The Stables was rescued by the late 
Dr Seaborn in 1986 and is, in a way, the birthplace of our Foundation. This is where Dr 
Seaborn’s philanthropic journey in support of the performing arts began. Following Lillian 
Horler’s suggestion, he set up his Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation and, shortly 
afterwards, bought and rescued the Stables and generously offered it back to the Griffin 
Theatre Company rent free, less outgoings. This gift continues and has allowed the Griffin 
much freedom to explore fresh, exciting Australian work. In this 50th Birthday year, the 
Foundation and Griffin will work to ensure that his generosity is adequately acknowledged. 

As part of the Griffin’s celebrations there will be a series of free (but you need to register!) 
rehearsed play readings from the Stables’ 50 year canon on Sundays at 5pm throughout 
2020. These readings will be brought to life by some of Australia’s finest directors, with 
several original cast members reprising their iconic roles. After each reading, former Griffin 
Script Club captain and theatre reviewer for the Australian John McCallum will lead a Q&A 
with the creatives involved in each reading. The first two plays are A Hard God by Peter 
Kenna (9th February) and Mr Bailey’s Minder by Deborah Oswald (24th May).

BOOKINGS - FUTURE EVENTS: Carol Martin has again secured best seats to a variety 
of events and performances. Please book early as there can be a limited supply of tickets.


I always look forward to hearing from you and hope to meet you again soon at our events.
Thank you for your continuing support,

Peter Lowry OAM 
President
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TOM MANN THEATRE 136 Chalmers St Surry Hills 

The Victorian melodrama of murderous intrigue based on 

the lives of the Bronte Sisters. 

Friday 31 Jan 2020 & Saturday 1 February 7.30pm 

Sunday 2 February 2020 – 2.30pm 

SBW Friends receive a 5% discount on ticket prices. 

Bookings -www//trybooking.com/560331  Code LostAnne 



 

 
 

BLACK COCKATOO 
by Geoffrey Atherden 

Cast includes Joseph Althouse, Luke Carroll, 

Chenoa Deemal, Aaron McGrath & 

Dubs Yunupingu 

Ensemble Theatre 78 McDougall Street 

Kirribilli 
 

Over 150 years ago, 13 brave Aboriginal men in Western 

Victoria picked up their cricket bats and embarked on a 

treacherous voyage to England and into the unknown-all in 

the name of sport. Risking illness and persecution, 

Australia’s first international cricket team-including 

Australia’s first indigenous sporting hero Johnny Mullagh – 

amazed the English crowds with astonishing talent, 

personality and grit. They should have returned to Australia 

as celebrated heroes. Instead they came back to find the 

world they once knew was no longer there. 

This is not just a story about cricket- this is a story of 

strength, resistance, hope and possibility. 
 

Wednesday – 5 February 2020 

 7.30pm Tickets -$76.00 
or 

Thursday – 6 February 2020 – 11am 

Tickets - $71.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 


MORNING MUSIC WITH  

JOHN MARTIN 

    
Seaborn Library – Ground Floor 

20 Young Street Neutral Bay 


As part of North Sydney Council’s SENIORS FESTIVAL. 

John Martin will perform Not Another Piano Recital in our 

Seaborn Library. 

This recital promises to be a relaxed and laid-back morning 

of musical delights with morning tea provided. 
 

The performance will feature a wide range of pieces including 

classical piano favourites, a couple of John’s original 

compositions, popular songs by Noel Coward, anecdotes and 

even a well-loved poem or two. 
 

Monday 17 February 2020- 10.30am 
Includes morning tea. 

 

Bookings– Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




North Sydney Council’s Seniors Festival 
AUSTRALIAN COMEDY FILM & LIGHT LUNCH  

Seaborn Library, Ground Floor 

20 Young Street Neutral Bay 

 
 

You are invited to join theatre lovers and Foundation Friends 

for a merry movie of the Sydney Theatre Company’s 

hilarious satire: ‘Wharf Revue: Celebrating 15 Years’.  

To be screened in the Seaborn, Broughton & Walford 

Foundation’s boutique theatrette. 

Enjoy unique footage of this popular satirical comedy revue, 

Q&A, conversation and light lunch. 

Meet surprise guests including Grant Dodwell, actor, 

producer, writer, teacher and triple TV Logie winner (A 

Country Practice) and co-founder of ANT (Australian 

National Theatre Live) bringing theatre to the people via 

screenings of live performances. 

 

Thursday – 20 February 2020 – 11am 

 

Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 



 






 



 
Griffin Theatre Co 

FAMILY VALUES 
by David Williamson 

 

Cast includes Belinda Giblin,  

Danielle King, Andrew McFarlane, 

Jamie Oxenbould, Ella Prince, Bishanyia 

Vincent, Sabryna Walters 

SBW Stables Theatre 10 Nimrod Street 

Darlinghurst 
 

A celebrated federal judge. His son a born-again 

Christian. His daughter a Border Force officer. 

Her partner, the captain of a Border Force ship. 

His other daughter a left-wing activist. 

His wife, who has worked all her life to keep the 

family together. Saba: an asylum seeker on the 

run from Nauru. 

On the eve of his birthday, it is too much to 

expect his wife and three children celebrate with 

him? 

For 50 years David Williamson has shown us the 

best and worst of ourselves.  A blackly comic 

drama situated squarely on the fault lines that 

divide Australia. 

The play asks us to choose freedom over 

reputation, empathy over franking credits, to 

abandon a deeply flawed system for the sake of 

humanity. 
 

Saturday – 22 February 2020- 2pm 

Tickets - $42.00 
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 





SHERLOCK HOLMES  

and the Death on Thor 

Bridge 
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 

 

The Genesian are thrilled to offer the world 

premiere of Sherlock Holmes and the Death 

on Thor Bridge, adapted by their own 

Sandra Bass, well known to so many of 

Genesian audiences as a regular performer 

on the Genesian stage. 

An apparently insoluble mystery baffles the 

local police but will it also baffle Holmes and 

Watson?  
 

Sunday 1 March 2020 – 4.30pm 

Tickets - $33.50 
 

Bookings- Carol Martin- 9955 5444 

 



GLUGS FILM NIGHT  

 SEABORN LIBRARY 

20 Young Street Neutral Bay 



GOODBYE MR.CHIPS 

1969 Musical version 

Peter O’Toole and Petula Clark 
 

The 1969 musical version of “Goodbye Mr 

Chips” is a beautiful, searing, heart warming 

romantic musical. What has endeared so many 

people to this film over the years in Leslie 

Bricusse’s magical music. 

(“Fill the World with Love” “You and I’ being 

the two biggest hits from the movie) 

Includes drinks and refreshments 

Join members of the Glugs, Sydney’s oldest 

theatre appreciation group, for an evening of 

friendly fun, music and favourite film screening 

in our boutique theatrette. 


Monday – 2 March 2020- 6pm - 

Tickets -$30  

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 



BRIDGES OF MADISON 

COUNTY 
Presented by Matthew Management and  

Neil Gooding Productions in association with 

Hayes Theatre Co  

Hayes Theatre 19 Greenknowe Ave 

 Potts Point  
 

Francesca Johnson is an Italian immigrant 

housewife living a happy existence on a farm in 

the American Midwest. However, when her 

family go off to the 1965 State Fair, she meets 

Robert Kincaid, a National Geographic 

photographer on assignment filming bridges in 

the area.   

Their initial friendship develops into a brief but 

passionate affair which has devastating 

consequences on all of their lives. 

This sweeping romance about the roads we 

travel, the doors we open and the bridges we 

dare to cross will leave audiences breathless. 


Sunday -15 March 2020 – 1pm- 
 

Tickets - $64.00   

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 





SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE LADIES 

COMMITTEE 

AUTUMN LUNCH 
The Women’s Club  

4th Floor 179 Elizabeth Street Sydney 
“The Way We Were.. they don’t write songs like 

they used to!” 

Meredith O’Reilly & John Martin on Piano 


Meredith O’Reilly who has been a professional  

entertainer for 30 years revisits the songs and 

tales from her childhood record collection and 

shares them with you, accompanied by John 

Martin on piano. 

Featuring Rodgers and Hammerstein, Carole 

King, The Carpenters, John Denver, The 

Beatles, Barbra Streisand, The Seekers, and 

more.  

John Martin majored in Performance as a 

pianist at the Sydney Conservatorium of music 

and also studied singing, he has also given 

hundreds of performances of the works of 

Gershwin, Joplin, Billy Mayerl, Zez Confrey and 

more and is a prominent artist in the music life 

of Australia. 



Wednesday- 18 March 2020 – 11.30am 

Tickets - $90.00 
Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 

 

 





NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
by Laly Katz 

New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown 
 

Ana is a battle hardened Hungarian-

Australian veteran of the twentieth century. 

Catherine is her neighbour: a twenty 

something aspiring actress waiting for a 

better world. Can their unlikely friendship 

outlive the colossal forces of history, the 

inevitability of death, and a trip to the mail 

to see Mamma Mia? 

As their unlikely relationship develops, 

Catherine’s life is transformed by Ana’s 

stories of an almost forgotten world. 

This glorious comedy about hope, death and 

pets, takes on a sense of enormity in the 

midst of the ordinary, questioning whether 

we really know what’s out there in the 

‘burbs’. 

 

Playing from 19 March to 9 April 2020 
Thursday to Saturday – 7.30pm Sunday – 5pm 

Tickets - $33.00 

Bookings Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
  



Monkey Baa Theatre Company   

EDWARD THE EMU 
ARA Darling Quarter Theatre 

Terrace 3, 1-25 Harbour Street Sydney 

 
 

Everyone’s favourite Emu Edward has gone 

missing! The Keepers are in hot pursuit, 

hunting high and low to locate their much- 

loved feathered attraction. 

Edward stays one step ahead. Convinced 

that the other animals in the zoo are having 

more fun.  The lonely emu is convinced the 

grass is greener elsewhere until that is he 

meets Edwina the Emu! 

The production includes exceptional, world-

class puppetry, a beautiful original score 

and inventive storytelling.  
 

Saturday – 18th April 2020 – 2.30pm 

Duration – 45 minutes 

All tickets - $29.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 




PERFORMING ARTS HERITAGE 

WALK 

Thursday 23rd April 2020 -10am 
 

To celebrate Shakespeare’s birthday  

(23rd April), the anniversary of Dame Doris 

Fitton’s Independent Theatre (Founded in 

1930) and National Trust Heritage month, 

join theatre historian Dr Carolyn Lowry 
OAM and theatre lovers on a leisurely 

walk and talk from the Seaborn, 
Broughton & Walford Foundation  

(20 Young Street Neutral Bay) to the 
Independent Theatre, 269 Miller Street 
North Sydney (1.7km) and on to Doris 

Fitton Park (0.7km). Wear comfortable 
shoes, bring water (and an Opal card for 

return transport) and share some 
Shakespeare and stories of North 
Sydney’s rich theatrical history. 

 
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 










WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S 

LONG LOST FIRST PLAY 

(Abridged) 

by Austin Tichenor and Reed Martin 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 
 

Madness and mayhem guaranteed! 

A brand new Shakespeare play has been 

discovered in a carpark in Leicester amidst 

some unimportant old bones. 

Written when the Bard was just a spotty  

17year old in Stratford, this thrilling 

manuscript seems to include the first drafts 

of all his later body of work that we are 

familiar with today. Puck and Ariel battle it 

out in quest of the title of best fairy, 

Cleopatra falls for Eeyore’s Bottom, Hamlet 

finds that Lady M is great at motivating him 

to be more of a ‘to be’ Hamlet instead of a 

‘not to be’ Hamlet, while Lear’s three 

daughters the weird sisters predict, incant, 

and prepare potions on a Scottish Moor. 


Sunday – 3 May 2020 – 4.30pm 

Tickets - $33.50 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE LADIES 

COMMITTEE LUNCH 
Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 

169 Castlereagh Street Sydney 

 
Teddy Tahu- Rhodes 

Baritone 
 

Teddy has established an international career on 

both the opera stage and concert platform. He 

has performed with the opera companies of San 

Francisco, Austin, Washington, Philadelphia, 

Dallas, Cincinnati, Houston, New York, and in 

Paris, Vienna and Germany and with the Welsh 

and Scottish Operas. 

Enjoy a delightful lunch at the beautiful Cello’s 

restaurant with exceptional entertainment.  

Please book your tickets early as this will be 

extremely popular. 

Thursday – 7 May 2020 – 11.30am 

Tickets - $105.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 

 


A MOTHER’S DAY CONCERT 

Independent Theatre 

269 Miller Street North Sydney 

 
 

The Young Artists of Pacific Opera will 

delight you in a concert that celebrates all 

kinds of Mums this Mothers’ Day a 

celebration in music and motherhood 

featuring sublime music from the past 300 

years. Truly an unforgettable concert. These 

singers are our future stars! We promise an 

enchanting afternoon’s entertainment. 

The perfect way to spend Mothers’ Day. 

Don’t miss this latest musical extravaganza. 
 

Join us for a lush afternoon tea from 2.30pm 

and a beautiful concert from 3.30pm. 

Sunday – 10 May 2020 -Tickets- $35.00  

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




 
JOSEPH CALLEJA 

The Maltese Tenor 
Presented by Andrew McKinnon in 

association with Opera Australia  

City Recital Hall, 2 Angel Place Sydney 
 

 

Joseph Calleja is one of the most exciting 

lyric tenors in the world today. 

Blessed with a golden voice which routinely 

inspires comparisons to legendary singers 

from earlier eras. Calleja is now a superstar 

in the greatest opera houses. 

In this, his eagerly anticipated debut  

Australia tour, the Maltese born singer 

described as the young Pavarotti will be 

joined by two of Australia’s best loved 

artists, soprano Amelia Ferrugia, who is also 

of Maltese heritage, and internationally 

acclaimed pianist Piers Lane, in an 

unforgettable performance 
 

Friday- 16 October 2020- 7.30pm 

Tickets - $205.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 





2020 HAPPY NEW YEAR

Many thanks to photographer Sophie Frazer for the CHRISTMAS PARTY photographs 
(overleaf) sophie@vividimagination.com.au They will be in our website’s Photo Gallery.


Glancing back to 2019:


Congratulations to Stuart Maunder AM and the State Opera Company 
of South Australia who received one of our Seaborn, Broughton & 
Walford Foundation’s Grants last year to assist with their ambitious 
programme of producing the Lost Operas of Oz. In Graham Strahle’s 
Cultural Moments of 2019 published in the Australian (December 30th, 
2019 p.12) the Lost Operas of Oz were awarded ‘bouquets for the 
cultural event of the year’:

This valuable initiative saw three chamber-sized opera by Australian 
composers from the 1980s up to the early 2000s brought back to life in 
highly polished, full flavoured productions. Martin Wesley-Smith’s 
‘Boojum!’…Ross Edward’s ‘Christina’s World’ and John Haddock’s 
‘Madeleine Lee.

Each was mesmerising in its own way. The Lewis Carroll-inspired 
‘Boojum!’ proved an absolute madcap riot of absolute wit and colour, 
Christina’s World utterly charmed in its intimate portrayal of life in 
mid-20th-century rural America, and Madeline Lee burst with surprising force in its 
account of the fate of a downed US bomber crew. 
The danger is that works such as these will be wholly forgotten unless efforts are made to 
keep them alive. Bravo to State Opera Company SA, for making that effort. It was only sad 
that ill health prevented Wesley-Smith from seeing his masterpiece performed another 
time, and that he died just 3 months later. 

John Senzcuk: Griffin Rising: The First Decade of the Griffin Theatre Company 1979-88

With its all-Australian play policy the Griffin Theatre Company has become a significant 
cultural institution nationally. This monograph chronicles the foundation years of the 
Company, and its home the SBW Stables Theatre. • John Senczuk is a dramaturg and 
theatre polymath; he was the Griffin chair in 1985, appointing the inaugural artistic director, 
Peter Kingston. Published: 2019, Janus Imprint 289 pages; RRP: $45.00 (+postage)
You may also ring Carol Martin 99555444 to order a copy.

Photos from the book Launch at the SBW Stables. John Senzcuk 3rd from the left.

mailto:sophie@vividimagination.com.au
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